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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the “voice of the people” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. W eekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and W est Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Network (voxpopnetwork.com) for more articles and content. 
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What I learned about the West Seattle legacy 





By Crystal G riffin 


Nearly a year ago, when | found out that Mars Hill would be 
opening a campus in W est Seattle, Pastor Mark told me the 
Story of the pastor and his congregation who once occupied 
the building our church would soon move into. 

It was an incredible story—with heroes and heroines, 
some villains, tumultuous conflict, and only a somewhat- 
appeasing resolution. There weren't any swordfights or 
high-noon showdowns (at least as far as | Know), but there 
was back-breaking labor and fundraising, lawsuits and fore- 
closures. Merely his mention of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and | was hooked. | just had to meet one of 
the characters in person: the old pastor’s widow, Ethel, who 
has been at the W est Seattle church for over sixty years. 

She told me her story: how she went from a non- 
Christian twenty-something to the church secretary and 
eventually the pastor's wife. For the details she couldn't 
remember—those that age had stolen from her—she gave me 
old photos, bulletins, news articles, and even her sister-in- 
law’s autobiography to fill in the gaps. 

O nly after delving deeper and deeper into the story did 
| find out about an Irish preacher and evangelist, the Titanic, 
Seattle’s first megachurch pastor, and a clandestine wed- 
ding. | learned about a faithful family, a faithful pastor and 
his wife, and a faithful flock. | read dusty church bulletins of 
a congregation that grew from a home Bible study to two 
thousand members, and then receded to a only handful of 
members again. | dug through filing cabinets at the down- 
town Seattle Public Library (in the Hugh and Jane Ferguson 
Seattle Room, to be exact), searching for anything about the 
W est Seattle church on 7551 35th Avenue SW. 


W ith each memory Ethel shared with me, each anec- 
dote | read in “The Hillcrest Presbyterian” bulletins, and each 
news clipping that outlined the growth and eventual decline 
of the church, each character became more alive to me. | 
could see the Duff family sailing across the Atlantic to their 
new home in America. | could see Mark Matthews dedicating 
the first building on the church property. | could see Haldane 
Duff leading the church through their greatest joys (like an 
exploding kids’ ministry and Sunday school) and through 
their greatest sorrows (like losing the church buildings to the 
denomination after paying for them in full). 

Now, their story is being published as a history of the 
W est Seattle Campus (coinciding with its grand opening 
on Easter Sunday). If you get a chance to read it, | hope 
you remember (and | hope it reveals) that their story is more 
than just attendance numbers, dollar amounts, or building 
projects. Yes, those facts do shed light on the colorful his- 
tory of the campus, but numbers can only dimly reflect what 
these people actually lived through. | hope that as you read 
their story, you meet the characters that | got to meet, some 
in person and some only on paper. (Characters, | might add, 
that | can’t wait to meet in the eternal kingdom.) 

Ultimately, | pray that the work of the Main Character, 
Jesus Christ, will be most evident, and that you will praise 
Him as | do every time | read the story He wrote—and contin- 
ues to writen W est Seattle. 1% 


Crystal G riffin, a deacon at Mars Hill, is Pastor Mark Driscoll’s 
research assistant. Her book, “A Great Cloud of Witnesses: 
A History of Mars Hill Church’s W est Seattle C ampus,” will 
be available at all campuses starting Easter Sunday. 
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for movie-related content,visit 
voxpopnetwork.com/cinemagogue 


APR 
MHC | ballard MHC | west seattle MHC | shoreline 
north of the ballard bridge - : 7551 35th Avenue SW -schirmer auditorium (crista) — 
1401 nw leary way 2 greenwood ave n &n 195th st 
sunday services — 9am, 11am, 5pm, : sunday service — 10:30 am ‘sunday services — 9:15am & 11:15am 
& 7pm (no childcare during the 7pm) : saturdays 9am - breakfast club ‘mondays 7am — men’s prayer 
tuesdays 7am — men’s prayer : (come enjoy a tasty breakfast and help : 


‘tuesdays 7pm - Proxy student 
wednesdays 7pm - Proxy student ministry. Beginning 4/10: Gospel 
ministry. Beginning 4/11: Gospel : thursdays 7am — men’s prayer ‘Class, Capstone classes, Kids’ Kore 
Class, Capstone classes, Kids’ Kore | 


with the building project) 


: thursdays 7pm — Gospel Class, 
sats. 10am - Breakfast Club (eat & : Capstone classes, Kids’ Kore, Proxy support groups 





help prepare the building for Sunday) student ministry designed to kindly and firmly bring 
04.15 3pm — Leaders Who Last class : 05.03 7pm - May Lectures Series i 2 esate rd life in ae If 
DLI “Christianity and...” addiction, abuse, homosexuality, or 
04.20 Zein — Film & Theology : other trying circumstances affect 
presents: The Prestige (PG-13) your life, contact (206) 706-4892 
04.21 1pm — MH Health: Temple or care@marshillchurch.org. Group 
Stewardship seminar : descriptions and locations are 


available on the Mars Hill website. 








04.27-28 — Ballard Jazz Festival 





marshillchurch.org/feeds: subscribe to weekly email, podcasts, etc. | voxpopnetwork.com: content from various MH ministries 











iCinco de Service! 


Loving the City + Preparing Our Home 


By Gary Kingsbury 





One of the most precious resources that G od gives us is our 
time. Time is a gift that many take for granted. Busy sche- 
dules keep us focused on ourselves, and isolate us from our 
community. 

On May 5, use your time to bless the church community 
and the community of Seattle. The Ballard Campus needs a 
lot of Spring cleaning and there’s always work to be done in 
Seattle, so Mars Hill Church is celebrating Cinco de Mayo 
by offering a bundle of service opportunities - followed bya 
fiesta for all volunteers. 

After a flurry of renovations, conferences, events, and 
growth, the Ballard building is in need of an all-day deep 
cleaning. Many volunteers are needed to help spruce the 
place up so that it remains a hospitable place to invite friends 
and family. 

While spring cleaning’s going on, Mars Hill Mercy 
Ministry will be helping out various organizations around 
Seattle. These service projects are of the “first-step” variety, 
introducing the people of Mars Hill Church to the tangible 
needs of our city. 

The hope is that, with this nudge, some will begin to see 
community service as a lifestyle - an expression of Jesus’ 
love - rather than a form of punishment or obligation. 

By sacrificing our time for our community, we follow 
Jesus’ example: to serve and not be served. W hile giving our 
money, food, and other “stuff” is a blessing to others, giving 
ourselves - our time - teaches us to be that much more 
aware of our community and God's calling to serve. 

Some of the projects MH Mercy will be working with on 
Cinco de Service are: 

e Restoring native habitat at Richmond Beach 
Saltwater Park (the site of church BBQs and baptism 
last summer) 

e Painting for transitional housing in Burien and Renton 

e Pioneer Square spruce up 

¢ And more! 


Through these projects, our hope Is to have real encounters 
between our church and the community, and to mold the 
hearts of our congregation like Christ's through service. 

So what does that have to do with Cinco de Mayo? 
Besides that fact that both occur on May 5... absolutely 
nothing! Any excuse for getting out and serving together side 
by side. i 


Go to marshillchurch.org to sign up for one of the Cinco 


de Service activities. Gary Kingsbury leads Mars Hill 
Mercy Ministry. 
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Community Groups 


By Pastor Brad House 





Editor’s note: Each month, a different Mars Hill leader 
explains how the particular ministry they serve is working to 
embody our church’s mission: 


Mars Hill Church lives for Jesus as a city within 
the city: knowing culture, loving people, and 
seeing lives transformed to live for Jesus. 


As Mars Hill hovers around six thousand people attending 
on a Sunday, and as our growth rate doesn’t show any signs 
of slowing down, | often ask myself what our legacy will be. 
As the new Mars Hill mission statement indicates, the legacy 
of Mars Hill will not be how many people came to hear the 
gospel, but the depth to which that gospel penetrated their 
lives. This is why Community G roups exist. 

Community Groups are the vehicle through which Mars 
Hill C hurch gathers to live life for Jesus in and among the city: 
knowing culture, loving people, and seeing lives transformed 
for Jesus through authentic relationships. 

It is Our purpose to see lives transformed by integrating 
all areas of life and faith, developing relationships to live out 
love for Jesus in community, and to see expressions of gifts 
being used to further the kingdom of God within the city, 
ultimately manifesting in the salvation of unbelievers. 

In sum, here is how Community Groups integrate with 
the mission of Mars Hill: 


Living for Jesus 

As a diverse community of believers, the common thread that 
brings us together is our love for Jesus. Whether through 
prayer, Bible study, service, or fellowship, we seek to bring 
G lory to Jesus. 


Building a City within the City 

Community Groups are small gatherings of the church within 
the city. These groups reflect the character of the borough 
where they meet and seek to develop a relationship with the 
local culture through service and hospitality. 


Knowing Culture 

As our culture longs for authentic relationship and connec- 
tion, Community Groups provide a place where we can deal 
with the realities of life. Groups reach out to neighbors with 
an understanding of the needs and desires present in their 
neighborhoods. 


Loving People 


W e love one another by sharing in life’s struggles and vic- 
tories. W e heed the Scriptures by encouraging one another 
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and calling each other to repentance as we deal with sin. We 
love the city through acts of service and through hospitality 
to those who visit our groups. 


Transforming Lives 

As stated before, transformed lives must be the fruit of our 
labor in groups. We endeavor to see all areas of our lives 
Submitted to God and exposed to the light, so that we glorify 
Jesus through our whole lives. W e seek to see non-believers 
become believers, believers to live in freedom, and for all our 
members to live lives in the Spirit as God intends. 


Christianity is intended to be lived out in community. O ur goal 
is to see every member and person who calls Mars Hill home 
to be connected in meaningful community. That is not to say 
that Community Groups are the only way that this is accom- 
plished, but it is the primary way for most of us. As one of your 
pastors | encourage you to find a Community Group to plug 
into and join the family if you haven't already. If you need help 
finding a group you can stop at the Community Kiosk at your 
Campus or email community@ marshillchurch.org. 

In addition, it will take many more leaders and homes 
opened up to accommodate the needs of Mars Hill. If you are 
interested in leading a group or opening your home you can 
Stop by the kiosk or email leadership@ marshillchurch.org. 4 


Pastor Brad House is in charge of building and overseeing 
the Community Groups Ministry of Mars Hill and providing 
pastoral care for these groups. 
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Health Ministry Kick-off 


By Moria Bugler 





We live in a culture where roughly one in three people 
are overweight. W e’re over stressed. We can't sleep. W e 
don’t take time to exercise. All of these bad habits lead to 
increased risk of conditions like diabetes, heart disease, 
and cancer. 

W e are designed to be image bearers of God—our 
bodies a temple of the Holy S pirit—and yet we often abuse 
the gift He gave us. So how can we glorify God with our 
bodies? W hat does that look like from a health perspective 
and how does it impact our efforts to minister to others? 

Mars Hill Health was created to tackle these issues 
by providing health education and information to Mars Hill 
members, attendees, and the surrounding community. The 
ministry will offer forums about living healthy lifestyles and 
being proactive about your medical care. These forums 
will range from all day health fairs, to panel discussions, to 
Small classroom teachings. 

MH Health plans to utilize the many gifted medical 
professional who call Mars Hill their home to teach the 
church body on various topics. (If you are a health profes- 
sional and are interested in speaking at an event, please 
email health@ marshillchurch.org).The ministry will evolve 
as we learn more about what interests and needs our 
church has. 

This month, MH Health hosts its first program (April 
21): Temple Stewardship. Dr. Steve Crain will share the 
biblical basis for caring for our bodies. This series will 
continue with follow-up programs on specific issues like 
weight management, stress relief, and physical fitness, 
to name a few. Details of these future programs will be 
available soon. 

Please join us onApril21 at lpm atthe Ballard C ampus. 
To register for the event or receive information about how to 
get involved, e-mail health@ marshillchurch.org. w 


Moira Bugler is a Mars Hill member and one of the 
leaders of MH Health. 


“Do you not know that your body 
is a temple ofthe Holy Spirit 
within you?” -1 Cor. 6:19 


Temple Stewardship 


Health expert, Steve Crain, teaches the 
biblical basis for caring for the bodies 
God gave us. 


April 21t 1-3:30pm | Ballard Campus 
RSVP health@ marshillchurch.org 
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TRENDS, 
CULTURE, 
& EVENTS 


DVD: Planet Earth 

This intense nature program from the BBC uses 
groundbreaking technology to record the rarely 
seen - like thirty lions attacking an elephant in 
Botswana at night. Wired magazine raves, “Planet 
Earth will show [HD’s] full potential.” The DVD hits 
US stores April 24, but the mini-series is now airing 
Sunday nights on The Discovery C hannel. 


SPORTS: Mirko Cro Cop 


Though new to the Ultimate Fighting world, Cro 
Cop has spent the last six years of his life busting 
heads in mixed martial arts leagues around the 
planet. Before that, Mirko was a commando in 
the Croatian anti-terrorist police force, and was 
elected to parliament in his home countryback in 
‘03. If he wins his second UFC bout on 4/21, this 
bad dude takes on our boy, Randy C outure, for the 
UFC heavyweight title. 


NET: Satan Sex Ed. 

From the innovators at Lifechurch.tv, these viral 
videos are Screwtape meets Will Ferrell. Though 
some may balk at the cavalier portrayal of the 
Deceiver, these clips do a lot with a little and 
expose the folly of our culture. A light-hearted ie 
segue for serious discussion (Search “satan sex § 
ed” on You Tube). 


LOCAL: Cinema K Film Festival 

Back by popular demand, the Children’s Film Festival 
returns to NW Film Forum April 13-15. The lineup 
includes just over an hour of animated shorts from 
around the world. According to NWFF’s calendar, 
the recommended audience is ages 7 and up 
(nwfilmforum.org). 


TV: The Sopranos 

The final seasons of The Sopranos starts 
Wrapping up this month on HBO. The show's a | 
critical juggernaut: it cracked the top five in TV 
Guide's list of best programs ever, and the New 
York Times once called it “the greatest work Of am! 
American popular culture in the last 25 years.” & 


NET: lifehacker.com 
A great blog that keeps you up to date on everything 
from great household and productivity tips to the 
latest software and techno gadgets around. If 
you've ever wondered how to put Google Talk in =% 
your Firefox sidebar (haven't we all?), your quest =» 
ends at lifehacker.com. me, Dorit ae 


Got a suggestion for the Six Pack? Email voxpop@marshillchurch.org 
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WORSHIP^YOUR 
MONEY 


MH Stewardship Seminar 
May 12 | West Seattle Campus 











Learn how to be a better steward of the 
financial gifts God has trusted you 
with. Sessions include: 


budgeting 
buying a home 











starting and owning a business 
basic investing 
getting out of debt 


giving 





Details and registration at 
marshillchurch.org. 
Presented by the Financial Coaching 
Ministry: money@marshillchurch.org 
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Your Name Here 
You Say ‘potato,’ | say ‘cellotape’ 


You really wouldn't think that moving from England to America 
would cause any language issues. | mean, logically, both 
countries speak English so surely there can’t be a problem? 
Ah, if only this were true! My husband (a Texan) and | have 
definitely had some entertaining conversations since we got 
married recently about things that are so everyday and yet it 
turns out that neither of us knows what the other person is 
talking about. For example: 


Wrap Star 

Blake and | were at Sam’s Club and | remembered that we 
needed some tape for wrapping presents. | said, “Hey swee- 
tie, we need to get some cellotape while we're here.” 

| was met with a blank look which was closely followed 
by his words, “W hat in the world is cellotape? !” 

This was definitely not the response | was expecting, so 
my ingenious reply to clarify things was, “Ummm, well you 
know... cellotape.” 

Turns out that simply repeating the word in a different 
Sentence doesn’t help to clarify it. | then resorted to, “You 
know: tape. You use it to tape wrapping paper and things!” 
Despite my rather basic explanation, something obviously 
twigged because Blake smiled and said, “Oh! You mean 
scotch tape!” | then looked confused and said, “No. | mean 
c-e-l-l-o-t-a-p-e.” Anyway, | finally found some and pointed 
it out and apparently “scotch tape” is in fact American for 
cellotape. 


What’s for breakfast? 

Blake and | were ordering breakfast somewhere and he 
Started reading out one of the items he liked the look of and 
it went something like this: sausages, eggs, biscuits and 
gravy, etc. My mouth dropped open in horror and | replied 
“Biscuits? !?!! Why on earth would you eat biscuits with 
gravy? And savoury food? And for breakfast? !” 

It was then Blake’s turn to look shocked as he pointed 
out that it was a common thing to eat in Texas and something 
he loved. “Eeeuuuuuwwwww! That’s disgusting!” was the 
only thing | could say at the time. 

But as we Started talking about it I realised that a biscuit 
over here is a lot like an English scone in many ways and is 
also normally savoury. However, where | come from, a biscuit 
is what Americans refer to as a cookie, so | think you can 
understand my initial response to his choice of breakfast! 


Lifeas]D = PAGE 20 
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WESTSIDE REPRESENTS 


Newly renovated West Seattle Campus makes its 


long-awaited debut this month 


By Tera L. Miller memm 


No, it’s not another East Coast/W est Coast rivalry; it’s the 
Mars Hill Church family broadening its reach to connect with 
the families and community in the W est Seattle area. After 
receiving it as a gift last summer, it’s finally time to unveil the 
building that will house these efforts. 

Recently, | was honored to tour the W est Seattle build- 
ing to experience firsthand the amazing transformation that’s 
taken place under the roof of a building with so much history. 
Not only did | get to learn about the movement happening 
within the building, | learned about key relationships being 
formed within the W est Seattle community and the amazing 
sacrifices made by MH volunteers and the W est S eattle staff 
and their families. 


The grand tour 

Adorned with a fashionable bright yellow hard hat, | walked 
beside West Seattle Project Manager, Brent Williams, as 
he explained all of the changes that have been made since 
the renovations began in July 2006. Having once attended 
the church several years ago - when it was Doxa - | could 
clearly see the remarkable results of the structural and cos- 
metic facelift. 

The most noticeable changes involve the flow of the 
building and the better utilization of the given space. The 
hallway of the main entrance leads guests to the new com- 
mons, which was formerly a gymnasium. 

Upstairs bathrooms were completely remodeled to 
accommodate more Stalls for larger crowds. (Ladies, much 
praise goes to Brent for advocating for more stalls when the 
designers wanted to limit the stalls due to aesthetics. Thanks 
B rent!) 

In the basement, the family entrance opens to a large, 
welcoming area for children, and will also serve as the mid- 
week entrance for counseling and other activities. 
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Photo by ChrisB owden 


The main auditorium has been overhauled to ensure 
Smooth, quality Sunday services. A professional concert- 
Style lighting truss has been installed (a first for a MH 
Campus), and will greatly enhance corporate worship from 
a production standpoint. Additional production, audio/video, 
and acoustic upgrades were also made in the auditorium to 
Support the guitar/drum-led music Mars Hill is accustomed 
to. 

Internally, there have been significant changes to the 
“guts” of the building that many people may not even notice. 
A total overhaul was made to the heating system, and air 
conditioning (yeah!) was added to the auditorium. New feed- 
ers, electrical panels, and phone and T1 access have also 
been installed. 


Help from the Body 

Coming from as far as North Seattle, numerous volunteers 
(including old Doxa members and new and long-time MH 
members) gave of their time and talents to help complete the 
renovation mission. Entire Community Groups came to paint 
and clean, a group of ladies sewed pew cushions, and retir- 
ees Served all day with electrical and demolition projects. 
By utilizing the individual skills of our Body, people gained 
a personal ownership of the building while developing new 
friendships and connections by simply being in commu- 
nity with one another. And the icing on the cake? Roughly 
$125,000 was saved in labor alone by having all the painting 
done by volunteers! 

Brent commented on the importance of the volunteers 
that have sacrificed their time. “It’s part of what we talk 
about: being a church during the week and being on mission 
for the Gospel. Volunteering your time here is going to help 
the G ospel go toward S eattle. It’s a great way to lend of your 
time and talents, be on mission with the church, and meet 
new people.” 




















building’s grand re-opening, Easter 


= 


* . 


Į, i i= a \ : k 7 
st month, an army of volunteaietc onve ed on the West Seattle 


C.ampus-to help finish up the Ténovation project in time for the 
Mpoo 2007. (Chris Bowden) 





Connecting with the West Seattle community 

Since October 2006, MHC West Seattle has been meeting 
at Chief Sealth High School each Sunday for worship, fel- 
lowship, and to hear the weekly sermon. Although it hasn't 
been the ideal space for the growing number of campus 
attendees (more than 600), it has served as a blessing in 
connecting with the community. 

Brent said, “Pastor Bubba was talking about how we 
never had it in our plan to go to Chief S ealth, but events came 
about during the designing, planning, and permit process 
that made us look for other options. So now we're creating 
this new relationship with the Seattle School District, and the 
Chief Sealth school and faculty. 

“It's been a great way of meeting people in the school 
district,” he added. “They welcomed us with open arms. We 
got in there without a lot of lead time. The entire staff has 
provided a great hospitable place for us. The faculty and 
Students are great, so hopefully it will be a relationship that 
will continue.” 

Relationships within the neighborhood are also being 
made, as many of the West Seattle staff lives in close 
proximity to the new building. Campus Administrator Kyle 
Firstenburg also moved his family to the area. 

“We've had quite a bit of interaction with the neighbors 
around here, talking with them,” Brent said. “It is really quite a 
different thing when you tell people that you live here. People 
become more engaged when they see that this is our com- 
munity as well.” 


What makes West Seattle unique? 

W alking into the W est Seattle campus, you may notice that 
the style and feel are very similar to Ballard. Familiar features 
such as the art wall, “mood” lighting, midweek programming, 
and Proxy will all be there (in fact, midweek programming 
already began meeting at the building a few weeks ago). 


SEE ‘Westside Represents’ 5 PAGE 21 
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Jim and Mary Dalrymple 


In their 57th year of marriage, couple helps usher in a new chapter of West Seattle church history 


By Sarah Grinnell 





The history of Mars Hill is just beginning in West Seattle. 
At the newly renovated campus building, the hallways smell 
of fresh paint and the dust from generations past is swept 
clean. But for Jim and Mary Dalrymple, Mars Hill’s “new” 
Story is just another chapter in a story told through over five 
decades of change. 

The Dalrymples may seem like new faces around Mars 
Hill but they’re no strangers to the building Mars Hill officially 
moves into this month. In fact, they are more familiar with it 
than just about anyone else at Mars Hill. For over fifty years, 
and through multiple church transitions, the Dalrymples have 
called the new Mars Hill W est Seattle Campus their church 
home. In the 1950's, as a newly wed couple, the Dalrymples 
Started attending S unday services there, when it was known 
as Hillcrest Presbyterian Church. It was there that Jim and 
Mary began their walk with C hrist. 

“Our daughter was just about to be born. That’s when 
we decided to join Hillcrest,” Jim reflects. “An elder came 
to our home. He asked us if we wanted to join the church 
and we prayed together. For me, that’s when | gave my life 
to Christ and the Church. | didn’t know what | was doing! 
Through teaching | took Moody courses to see what I'd really 
done. After those classes, | prayed to the Lord and gave Him 
my heart. I've been with Him ever since.” 

Jim, a retired operating engineer, and Mary, a homemak- 
er and drape-maker, were born and raised in W est Seattle. 
In hindsight, it’s as if their lives were created to be woven 
together. They went to the same West Seattle elementary 
school. They attended the same Lutheran Church. But with 
an age difference of five years, their paths didn’t cross until 
1949, “Mary was a blind date,” says Jim. “I met her on the 
ruffle seat of a model A-4.” In August of 1949, after a nine- 
month courtship Jim, 24, and Mary, 19, were married at W est 
Seattle’s St. James Lutheran Church. 

After they became Christians, Jim and Mary started 
leading Sunday school classes at Hillcrest Presbyterian 
Church. “There were 900 people, at least,” Jim remembers. 
“1,100 kids were in Sunday school. It was great for the kids 
then. All of our kids went through 12 to 15 years of Sunday 
school together. Hillcrest was just like Mars Hill, reaching out 
for the young people.” 


Giving Young Generations a Place to Grow 

As the kids grew up, the Hillcrest congregation stopped 
growing. To make matters worse, in 1967 the national de- 
nomination (PC USA) introduced a new confession of faith; 
that’s when the first of many transitions in the W est Seattle 
church leadership took place. First, Hillcrest Presbyterian 


The Reverend Haldane Duff held the congregation 
together during those tumultuous years. Haldane died in 
1992, and during that decade “we were just left up there 
with 12 people,” Mary remembers. That’s when Doxa C hurch 
brought in a new group of people. It was yet another change 
for the building and the remaining members of Hillcrest 
Presbyterian. 

Jim Dalrymple was as an elder of Grace Community 
Church at the time. “W ith all the stuff we went through with 
that building we felt like bailing out,” he admittes, “but for 
Some reason the Lord kept us there. In the last twenty years 
it was Just in my mind to get that building in the right hands 
and the Lord kept us there through all of this, really.” 

W hen Doxa decided to join Mars Hill Church in 2006, 
Jim and Mary were excited about the thought of such a young 
church breathing life back into the old place. Jim says, “I feel 
good about things because | think it’s in the right hands. | 
think Mark [Driscoll] could make something with it. It’s going 
to be full again!” 

Since, Jim and Mary Dalrymple have started attending 
Mars Hill’s W est Seattle Campus, they've reveled in seeing 
and interacting with the younger congregation, filled with the 
energy of new families. “It’s great when we see the young 
people with kids,” says Jim. 


Changing with the Times 

“Embracing the new change was alittle hard at first,” Jim and 
Mary admit, “but it’s important to change with the times.” 
The Dalrympes have lived in their W est Seattle home for a 
half century now. As they look around the neighborhood, 
it discourages them when they see what’s happening with 
many of the churches in W est Seattle. “They’re all half empty. 
They're all up for sale,” Jim notices. “I think the problem with 
many churches today is that they don’t want to change any- 
thing...S tick with the gospel and change the rest of it.” 


Through Mars Hill, Jim and Mary see a new life in the old 
church they've dedicated their lives to. “I think Mars Hill has 
changed with the times,” says Jim. “I think they're reaching 
out to ages that the older people have lost. Getting young 
people in the church, getting them to know the Lord, getting 
kids to not separate their religion, church, or Jesus from the 
rest of the world is... important. Things are really bad out in 
the world. The truth is found in the gospel and | think Mars 
Hill is doing a good job telling kids that. They're coming to 
Jesus and that’s the important thing.” 


Praying fora Vision 

Throughout all of this change—through 57 years of mar- 
riage im and Mary say the most important thing they did to 
Support each other and raise their family was “include Jesus 
in their marriage.” They encourage every young couple to do 
the same. 

Jim and Mary pray together every day and despite many 
dramatic church transitions, they've managed to keep a solid 
core by staying connected with the members of their small 
Hillcrest prayer group. It was this faithful group that once 
gathered together to pray for the people listed in the W est 
Seattle phonebook. “We prayed for years for young people 
to come and no young people came and it was hard for us 
to understand why,” says Mary. “Now look at all the young 
people! You have to be careful for what you're praying for 
because you're going to get it!” 

“We're happy with [this transition],” says Jim. “Mark’s 
a very good speaker. | like him very much. He preaches the 
gospel. He preaches Jesus. | think the Lord’s touched him. 
| pray for Mark every day. | pray for his vision of reaching 
Seattle.” 1% 


Sarah Grinnell is a Northwest native and SPU graduate. She 
has written for TV, radio, non-profits, and local newspapers. 
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Church was converted to Grace Community C hurch. During 
that time, Mary Dalrymple says, “We had some problems. 
W e were a Small church in a big building.” 
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The following is the second installment of a four-part series chronicling one family’s 
year-long experience “double-dipping” and eventually becoming members at Mars Hill. 
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By Ray Anne 


SPRING: THE BLACK CHURCH 


He changes times and seasons. 
— Daniel 2:21 


There was a juiced undercurrent of Suspicion as word got out 
in our household that we were visiting a new church (Mars 
Hill) on Sunday. Along with the fog of blathering opinions 
from our three teenage boys, the Butcher, the Baker, and 
the Candlestick Maker queried with endless interrogation: 
“W here was it? What time did it start, again? Who did we 
know there? How long were the sermons?” 

The Baker shared rumored spiritual epiphanies like he 
heard there were hot girls who attended. | weathered these 
and other teenage idiocies with my mother’s matter of fact 
echo from my own teenage years: “I know nothing; you know 
less.” 

My husband boasts tongue in cheek that having teen- 
agers in the house is tremendous because anytime we need 
an answer to anything, we have four experts to defer to. I’ve 
decided teen years are hard for parents because they tend 
to bring out the worst in us. | listen to myself say things to my 
teens | thought | never would, responding in times of crisis 
with levels of anger | never imagined possible. For me, the 
most frustrating part of parenting teenagers is that it exposes 
what we as parents have always been. Like some bad Strip 
tease, the teenage years expose my self-righteousness, my 
impatience, my unforgiving spirit, my lack of servant love, the 
weakness of my faith, and my continual craving for comfort 
and ease. 


The court is in session, 
a verdict is in. 
no appeal on the docket today 
just my own sin. 


— Creed, “My Own Prison” 


If Teenagers are the most open-minded people on the planet, 
God’s humorous caveat is their parents can be the most 
resistant to change. 

In order to check out the Mars Hill doctrine while simul- 
taneously test-driving the church to our three teenage boys, 
we decided to keep up appearances Sunday mornings at 
our North End church of fifteen years and allow the boys to 
Sleep in. At this point, my husband and | had no intention 
of switching churches, so we'd attend morning church as 
usual, then drive down to Ballard for the 5 o’clock service. 
That’s pm. And that bothered me. My brother and | had a 
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conversation about this at our most recent Friday Night 
Martini Fellowship. 

Martini Fellowship is a longstanding date between my 
husband, my kids’ favorite Uncle (who happens to be my 
biker brother), and me. Every Friday afternoon, we listen for 
the pipes of Uncle’s Harley Softail to turn the corner and 
rattle the dining room windows. This is my cue to head down- 
Stairs and start shaking the contents of the martini mixer. | 
know this “fellowship” sounds a little suspect, but believe me, 
compared to the years my brother hung out with the B anditos 
and HA’s, our Martini Fellowship is like nuns meeting in a 
convent. “But where sin increased, grace increased all the 
more” (Romans 5:20). Meeting Jesus Christ made Uncle the 
ultimate rebel. 

Stirring dinner that afternoon and catching up on our 
week, | explained to my brother that | felt a little guilty about 
blessing the boys’ sleeping in on Sunday mornings with the 
condition that they attend an evening service. 

“W hy?” he asked, snacking on a Spanish olive. 

“Because, it’s just, | don’t know... not right. Sunday 
mornings are for church.” 

“But what difference does the time matter, so long as 
they're going? Maybe they'll be rested and actually have ears 
to hear. Besides,” he continued as he poured, “this is coming 
from the mom who years ago lined them up to watch movies 
like The Green Mile and Braveheart. | don’t get you.” 

He had a point. | never could figure the logic of Christian 
parents acting catatonically married to the Hollywood ratings 
system like it was some Holy Grail. Honestly, laughing at 
farting and bowel movements in a PG-13 movie like The 
Nutty Professor seemed infinitely more harmful to a child’s 
critical thinking skills than fast forwarding through some of 
the violence in an R-rating with overall excellent content like 
Braveheart. Aside from the rich historical value, the godly 
character of W illiam W allace made for lively intellectual con- 
versation with pre-teens as a sacrificial type of Christ. This 
was one of many “progressive” C hristian parenting ideas that 
my husband and | kept hidden, along with our once-a-week 
martini glasses. 

My brother's comment illuminated this truth: Whether 
we worship early Sunday morning or late Sunday night, the 
main point is that the Sabbath is about opening our hearts, 
our souls, and our minds to be worshipping in the first place. 
To have children who worship is my heart’s desire, and there- 
fore, the time becomes irrelevant. | am so thankful for all the 
little ways Jesus sheds Light on our mental conundrums; it 
releases my confusion. “He knows what lies in darkness, and 
light dwells with Him” (Daniel 2:22). 


TIPS TO CONSIDER 


From Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life Together 


e The Christian needs another Christian who 
Speaks God’s Word to him. He needs him 
again and again when he becomes uncertain 
and discouraged, for by himself he cannot help 
himself without belying the truth. (p. 23) Acts 
15:32; 1 Thes. 5:11, 14 


God is not a God of the emotions but the God of 
truth. O nly that fellowship which faces disillusion- 
ment, with all its unhappy and ugly aspects, 
begins to be what it should be in God’s sight. The 
sooner this shock of disillusionment comes to an 
individual and to a community the better for both. 
(p.27) Romans 7:21-25; Ephesians 4:22-25; 
Hebrews 10:25 


The final break-through to fellowship does not 
occur, because, though they have fellowship with 
one another as believers and as devout people, 
they do not have fellowship as the undevout, 


as sinners. You are a sinner, a great, desperate 
sinner; now come, as the sinner that you are, to 
God who loves you. You can dare to be a sinner! 
(pp.110-111) Romans 3:10-12; Galatians 6:1, 
10; Colossians 3:12-14 


we’re all held captive 
out from the sun 
a sun that shines on only some 
we the meek are all in one. 


— “My Own Prison” 


No time in Ballard is complete without a side trip to our 
favorite haunt, Archie McPhee. My sons did look incredibly 
rested. | watched them humor each other by tossing rubber 
chickens and smoking monkeys around the store. It was our 
first S unday destined for Mars Hill, but first we needed to bag 
rare trinkets like Tasty Tuna Tidbits candy and Lunch Lady 
Action Figures at McPhee’s. Prying the boxing nun away from 
my 3 year-old, Charlie, we headed out. 

Completely ignorant of what a bear parking would be 
in coming weeks, we eased comfortably into a front row 
parking spot. My husband locked the gear shifter in park and 
announced we were at church. Little C harlie was puzzled. He 
looked out at the Ballard Campus, with its dark exterior, and 
said, “Is this The Black Church, Daddy?” 

W e looked at each other and smiled. “Yes, this one is 
The Black Church.” 

“But | don't like The Black Church.” 

They say there are significant moments to grab hold of with 
children; precarious opportunities that God provides us 
parents with, which we are to seize and wisely provide a 
jaw-dropping response to. W ith this in mind, we completely 
ignored Charlie’s comments and ordered them all to get out. 

Our first maneuver was to get past the cluster of 
Smokers’ Fellowship on the way in. Our oldest son Corey's 
eyes lit up. 


SEE ‘The Black Church’ & PAGE 18 





FIN DING MISSIONARIES BEYOND MARS HILL 


“THIS IS THE FIRST STAB AT FIXING IT...” 


In true Seattlelite fashion, 


Brent Turner has a website. 





But what separates him from most of the active blogging 
community and 60 percent of the Seattle population is tha 
he also has an extensive vision for how he wants to use that 
Site. Brent’s making the process of supporting a qualified 
missionary quicker than brewing your morning coffee. 

The concept for a virtual bridge between missionaries 
and potential supporters came from a conversation that oc- 
curred almost three years ago between Brent and a friend of 
his who was serving as a missionary in Zambia, Africa. “How 
do you raise support while in Africa?” Brent had asked. 

The friend explained the haphazard process of email- 
ing friends and churches from internet cafés when possible. 
Brent then followed up with, “How do you know you've lost 
a Supporter?” 

“In two ways: the preferable way is that someone emails 
ahead of time to let you know. But sometimes, the money just 
stops coming in,” the missionary admitted. 

That common problem, combined with the fact that 
most missionary organizations take 10-15 percent of the 
money received for overhead costs and operating budgets, 
inspired Brent Turner to action. Two years ago, he began 
developing the non-profit organization Findmissionaries.org 
(formerly Mission: W orld). 

“The current approach to accessing dollars for mis- 
Silonaries is broken,” Brent said. “This is the first stab at 
fixing it. The prevailing opinion in the missions community 
is that people don’t give because they don’t want to. | don’t 
believe that. | am choosing not to believe it and giving the 
Christian community more credit than that. | believe that they 
are busy.” 

Brent himself is a busy Christian and has been involved 
in Mars Hill Church—and Doxa C hurch before that-in various 
roles since 2001. He was a member of the Doxa leadership 
team that met with Mars Hill leadership last year to establish 
what is now the W est Seattle C ampus. 

Since Brent’s ministry beyond Mars Hill serves to link 
members and other Christians to ministries and people 
outside of our local church and city, it should be noted that 
Mars Hill Church’s primary “mission field” is Seattle and the 
Surrounding region. While many members and pastors do 
give money and resources to various missionaries and chari- 
table organizations outside of Mars Hill, these contributions 
are made above and beyond the regular giving expected of 
everyone who calls our church home. 

For those who desire to actively participate in spread- 
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By Hannah Fischer 


ing the gospel to other cities in addition to our own, 
Findmissionaries.org is a great resource. The site features 
210+ searchable profiles of screened and qualified mis- 
sionaries in five different ministry focuses, broken down for 
easy navigation. The site and the heart of the organization is 
Simply to be a resource for Christians who desire to contrib- 
ute to missions, but may not have a lot of time to devote to 
researching organizations. 

In addition to being a vehicle to help missionaries with 
financial Support, Findmissionaries.org is an educational tool 
of sorts, providing a glimpse into the life and work of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. The missionary profiles on the 
Site represent hundreds of diverse lives unified by the mis- 
Sion of seeing God's kingdom spread throughout the world. 

Asha Haider Ali works with Heart of God Ministries in 
India to place orphans into Christian Indian homes. “After 
teaching in the States for four years and ministering with 
children in various capacities,” she writes, “God brought me 
to India in 2004. My team and | are partnering with the local 
Indian fellowship and other missions organizations to estab- 
lish ministry to orphans and an equipping center for those 
who are called to reach children in unreached contexts with 
the love of God.” 

Ona whole other continent, S ean Filidis serves full-time 
with Youth With A Mission. He ministers to people in the 
heart of Amsterdam’s Red-Light District. “The emphasis is 
to ‘earn’ the right to speak into their lives through developing 
friendship and trust,” he writes. 

This snapshot of gospel work is the sort of content 
visitors encounter at Findmissionaries.org. Brent anticipates 
that these visitors will belong to one of two types of people. 
The first group he calls tire kickers: “They just want to look 
around and don’t know anything about missions. The site 
delivers for them and they can have a better idea of what’s 
going on out there.” 

The second type of person has a better idea of what is 
going on in the world. They pay all their bills and have money 
left over and think, “I should do something with this and | 
don’t know what... They feel welcome [on the site] and can 
find someone and hear about a specific missionary’s work 
and help push it forward.” 

Findmissionaries.org has been growing since its official 
launch nearly a year ago. Candice Clem was hired on as 
Administrator in November 2006 and has been actively 
involved in screening and communicating with the mission- 
aries since then. Though a team of committed people are 
involved, the past year has been full of challenges. The first 





difficulties the Findmissionaries.org team had was convinc- 
ing missionaries that the idea would work, and overcoming 
misconceptions that many Christians don’t care about mis- 
sions. The second challenge has been getting the word out. 
“Nobody Googles ‘missionary,’”” Brent admits. 

As Christians, we're all called to be missionaries. There’s 
no “Varsity and JV” when it comes to missions: some people 
are Called to leave their culture and enter into another, others 
are Called to remain where they are. In either case, Christians 
everywhere should live their lives as a witness to Jesus C hrist. 
For those who are called to remain, but also want to partner 
with their brothers and sisters in other areas of the world, 
Brent and the rest of the team behind findmissionaries.org 
are working to make it easier. w 


Hannah Fischer is a new Seattlelte and member of Mars 
Hill. She interned and wrote for Relevant magazine last fall. 


i alle int Trips 


OCOV - Loskop, South Africa 
Trip Dates: 8/18/07 - 9/1/07 
Deposit Deadline: July 6, 2007 
Price: $3,200 


- First offical One Church One Village team 
trip. Reserved for MH members. 


OCOV - Zambia 

Trip Dates: 9/1/07 - 9/15/07 
Deposit Deadline: July 21, 2007 
Price: $3,500 


- Scout patel Orphan Village sites. 
Limited to first 6 deposits. 


OCOV - Father/Son Trip to South Africa 
Trip Dates: 12/27/07 - 1/10/08 

Deposit Deadline: November 15, 2007 
Price: $3,200 


- Lead by Pastor Lief Moi. Dates are 
tentative. 


CHURCH 
ô VILLAGE 


™ MARS HILL CHURCH 


Email ocov@marshillchurch.org with question or 
to get your name on the list for any of the Project 
Trips. Deposit is $500 for all trips. Prices subject to 
change depending on airfare. 
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Role at Mars Hill 


W est Seattle Campus Pastor 


Birthday 
09.23:1976 


——— 


_ Family: 
Married to Shelly Anne Jennings (7/7/2001). Son: 
__ Jones (one year old this month) 


First set foot in Mars Hill 

Shelly and | attended Mars Hill for the first time in 
August of 2001. We knew from the first S unday 

we visited that-Mars Hill was our church home. We 
Started serving the following week, became members, 
i and_have been involved ever since. 





Eldersince | 
| became a deacon at Mars Hill in 2002 and served in 
L that role before becoming an elder in 2005. 
| Scripture 
a “For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
| __not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
_ good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
Should walk in them.” - Eph. 2:8- 10 


-East book read 
Communicating for a Change, by Andy Stanley and 
kane Jones 


Last movie watched 
300 


~--Favorite bands 


Doves and New Order 


Favonite eatery 
Elliott Bay Brewery 


*el der (el’der) n. 1. Elected or appointed governing 
officer within a church (synonymous with “pastor” 


1 Timothy 3: 1-7, Titus 1: 6-9 
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By Stephanie Jensen memme 


There’s a distinct difference to note between the following 
questions: “Goodmorningwelcometo(massivecoffeecompa 
ny)canltakeyourorder” and “W ell good morning, Mr. Smith, 
double tall no foam sugar free vanilla latte for you today? ” 

W hen you're late for a deadline or the kids have the 
chicken pox or the bills just aren't paying themselves, it’s 
nice to have someone look you in the eye, extend a genuine 
smile, and ask why you seem a little under the weather. In 
the chaos and anonymity of typical S eattle life, days can feel 
abrupt, abbreviated. 

O ne neighborhood within our great city, however, seems 
to slow people down. It’s a place where raking leaves is an 
excuse to catch up with neighbors, where baristas remember 
your drink of choice, where you are hard-pressed to find two 
fast-food drive-throughs within 15 minutes of one another. 

West Seattle seems to remain unaffected by traffic 
jams on l-5, untouched by the busyness of downtown, and 
unaware of cookie cutter architecture. It retains a more 
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Organic facet of suburbia, seamlessly blending parks into 
neighborhoods and local establishments into beaches, while 
still emanating small town ambiance. 

No matter where you are in West Seattle, you’re guar- 
anteed to find a quaint local establishment “just around the 
corner,” and soon after finding your favorite, the staff there will 
remember your name and your usual order. These gems are 
not so hard to find - you just need to know where to look. 

On California Ave, about half a mile southwest 
of the West Seattle Bridge, a collection of such “gems” 
Spans over four blocks. From clothing boutiques to drug- 
Stores to restaurants to bookstores, the “Junction” is often 
considered the heart of West Seattle. Most renowned in 
this area is the original Easy Street Records. W ith a “no 
frills” approach to customer service, this music and DVD 
store maintains and continues to build a devout fan base: 
people serious about music. Recently, a café was added 
to the store, deepening the community's devotion to the 
punk, no-nonsense record Store. 

Not more than half a block from Easy Street is Capers, 
what some consider W est Seattle’s foundation of espresso. 
Beyond this though, the café and coffee shop sells an 
elaborate assortment of trendy yet classic home furnishings. 
Capers draws its customers by paying acute attention to de- 
tail; the store is immaculate, customer service is commend- 
able, and sandwiches never fail to exceed expectations. The 
rich colors from cherry wood furniture, dried flowers, and 
Superb interior design make Capers one of the classiest hot 
spots in W est Seattle. 

The last “must see” of the Junction is Husky Deli, 
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serving local families since the early 1930's. A staple for 
the entire community, this delicatessen draws a diverse, 
multi-generational crowd through its doors. It’s the perfect 
Summer stop for ice cream - wooden chairs reclining out 
front are frequently kept company by neighborhood families, 
laughing as they save ice cream drips from being lost in the 
golden Seattle sun. 

Seattle’s natural beauty is best captured in Lincoln 
Park. The top portion of the park is dedicated to soccer and 
baseball fields, tennis courts, playgrounds for kids, and trails 
for walking and biking; the lower half of the park, just through 
the trees, offers a sweeping view of the Puget Sound and 
the Olympic mountains. Every sunny day, barbecue shelters 
overflow with families 
out for an afternoon 
picnic, and the adja- 
cent Fauntleroy ferry 
docks offer dog-walkers 
a deeper intricacy to 
the panoramic scene. 
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At the far north end of the park 
sits Coleman Pool, the only 
heated saltwater pool in Seattle. 
A giant yellow tube slide makes its 
appearance every May, and shrieks 
of happy children bounce between M 
trees, driftwood, and sand. 

The other obvious choice for 
savoring the city’s natural beauty in- | 
volves a Sunday stroll along the wind- 
ing road leading to Alki Beach. Most S eattleites 
have visited Alki at some point, traipsing through the rare 
sandy patches of beach, dodging roller bladers, and stop- 
ping for dessert at The Alki Bakery, one of the city’s finest 
dessert makers. Lesser known, however, is the magnificence 
of watching a sunrise from Hamilton Viewpoint Park. 
From here, one can see straight across the water and over 
to the entire downtown skyline. The sun peeks from behind 
the high rises, decorating the sky with rich reds and yellows, 
perfectly reflecting in the gentle morning ripples of Puget 
Sound. Ferry boats glide through the scarlet and golden 
waves, and Seattle’s unmatched beauty is seen in each of 
the elements that offer the city its inimitable flavor. 

For the 800 people already attending the W est Seattle 
Mars Hill campus, Carosello Coffee Shop begs to be 
mentioned. This trendy, natural espresso shop is across the 
street and one block north of the new W est Seattle building. 
The staff is attentive, the customers are faithful - it brings 
to mind the one house on your childhood street where all 
the neighbor kids went to hang out. Groups of elderly men 
















meet up on Tuesdays, construction workers make their rounds 
at lunchtime, and a local artist gives open Italian lessons the last 
S aturday of every month. G uaranteed: three visits to this coffee 
shop, and your Sunday morning barista will have your drink and 
pastry choice memorized. 

The last truly notable establishment in W est Seattle is the 
infamous Luna Park Café, situated almost directly under the 
W est Seattle Bridge. Named after the Luna Park Amusement 
Park that formerly occupied the same space, this 50’s-themed 
café seeks to harness that electricity and energy of old Seattle. 
Antiquated Batman “rides” sit just inside the front door, and cat 
clocks with swinging tails and shifty eyes line the pale yellow 
walls. Vintage advertisements adorn the restaurant, and the 
turquoise bar stools are always occupied by young children, with 
legs too short to reach the floor. The atmosphere crawls with 
excitement, and pinball service does capture the glittering appeal 

of an amusement park. 
When | went to chat 
with a waitress about why 
she thinks people keep coming 
back to Luna Park, she insisted 
it was the milkshakes. As | looked 
around though, to the new family in 


A TOUR OF WEST 


the back corner, the young couple on their first 
date sitting near the window, and the old women 
chatting on the bar stools, it seems that this café 
placed its roots in the community through a founda- 
tion deeper than milkshakes. Luna Park embodies the 
personality and essence of the area; take your time, 
offer a smile to everyone you pass. On my way out the 
door, the waitress said she’d give me a free chocolate mint 
milkshake if | brought in a copy of this article. And | bet she'll 
remember my name when | come back, too, because that’s 
the way it’s done in W est Seattle. 1% 


Stephanie Jensen grew up in West Seattle, where she now at- 


tends Mars Hill’s newest campus. 
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IT DOESN’T GET MUCH BETTER THAN THIS 


lad by Lynne Parker! 
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Photo by Erin Silva 
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-Role at Mars Hill — 

West Seattle Campus Administrator and Pastor 
Bubba’s Executive Assistant 

Birthday 

08.21.1973 





| Family: | | 
Married to Kathleen (6/30/2001). Son: Isaac Ray (3.5) 


First set foot in Mars Hill 

Around six years ago, at the Paradox Theater in the 
U-district. | met my future wife the first weekend that 
she-was-here, from Southern California. She-said-that 
her pastor from her old church recommended Mars Hill. 
said,-ok,l-w-ill ao it passes my test: 1)1-don’t-fall 
» asleep, and 2) whoever is preaching has a Bible and 
© reads from it. We have been here ever since, 


Deacon since | 
T first became a deacon in 2002 now there’s a new 
process which | just completed last month. 
Scripture | 
“do not be nn about anything, but in everything 
| by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
__ requests be made known to God. And the peace of _ 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
r= Phil. 4:6- 7° | i ara Sra ie 


— Quotation; — 
“Jesus did not call, ẹquip, and put you into a leadership 


__.__role to have you start and then quit, plateau, or be disquali- 
fied. He called you to finish the race, and finish it well.” 


Last book read 
| lam currently reading through Recovering B iblicalM anhood 
and Womanhood, by John Piper and Wayne G rudem 


Last movie watched 
X-men Ill at Film & Theology 
~Album most listened to 
Evanescence, Helmet, and Nirvana... | like to mix it up a bit. 


Favonite eatery 
West S eattle Elliott Bay Brewery. G ood burgers. and_beer. 


*dea con (de’ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to 
church pastors/elders. 
1 Timothy 3:8 








A History of Mars Hill Church: West Seattle Campus 






















1910 


Seattle First Presbyterian 
becomes the nation’s largest 
Presbyterian church. Over the 
next thirty years it would become 
the largest in the world, with 
twenty-eight different campuses. 








SEPTEMBER 24, 1867 
Mark A. Matthews born 
in Calhoun ee 


Rev. Mark Matthews moves to 
Seattle “to realize his vision of a 
righteous urban community.” 

= Shortly after, he assumes 

_ leadership of Seattle First 

~ Presbyterian Church. 





_ ‘Titanic is announced. 


ee 0 llls— 


by deacon Crystal Griffin. 





1926 
~The Sunday school moves to the Olympic 
Heights Club House on 35th Avenue SW and 
West Kenyon. Shortly after, the group joins 
Mark Matthews’ Seattle First Pres. to become 
| one of the church’s first two branches. 






The first church building at 7551 

35th Avenue SW is built. A 
commemorative plaque remains to 
this day. It reads, “This historic 
building was erected and dedicated by 
Dr. Mark Mathews in 1927.” 










FEBRUARY 5, 1940 

Rev. Mark Matthews dies. 
Thousands gather to mourn the 
death of Seattle’s “Preacher of the 
Word of God and Friend of Man.” 











MARCH 1912 


| SEPTEMBER 30, 1940 
The Duff familyarrivesin B 


~The West Seattle branch withdraws 

— from Seattle First Pres. to become 
an independent Presbyterian 
church called Hillcrest. 


America, on the same day 
the tragic news of the 


= CH 1913 (1940- 1967) 


_ Haldane J. Duff born 


Hillcrest Presbyterian 





1942 








Ethel Olson becomes a 
Christian while attending 
= Hillcrest’s Easter service. 











i (1924- 1940) 
=! Olympic Heights Branch of the | 
Seattle First Presbyterian Church 





MAY 1947 

Rev. Haldane 
Duff becomes 
pastor of Hillcrest 
Presbyterian. 


1924 

The West Seattle church 
begins as a Sunday school 
in the home of Mrs. 
Florence Scott. 











To read more, pick up a copy of “A Great 
Cloud of Witnesses,” a new Mars Hill book 


OCTOBER 31, 1948 


Groundbreaking ceremony 
for the second building at 
7551 35th Avenue SW. 


DECEMBER 11, 1949 
Cornerstone laid for the 
second building, The 
dedication service for the 
second building occurs the 
following September. 


I 


JUNE 1953 


Hillcrest members 
begin the Million 
Penny Campaign to 
raise enough money 
to pay off the 
church’s mortgage. 


JUNE 1958 


Groundbreaking 
ceremony for the third 
building at D 39th 
Avenue SW. T 

Seattle Arne sends 
a congratulatory letter: 
“Buildings are only a 
means to the end of 
winning and maturing 
people in Christ. May 
the good work you have 


been doing be increased E A 


with this new facility, 


that the Lord may truly 
build the house.” 













(1967- 1974) 
The Community Church 


- m JANUARY 12,1967 


Haldane Duff and Ethel 
Olson are married in a 
surprise ceremony. 


1967 
A new confession is adopted by the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), diluting 


the denomination’s theology. 


Rev. Haldane Duff resigns from 
the Presbyterian denomination 
and plants a new church. A 
handful of Hillcrest members 
join him to become the 
Community Church of 
Washington. The remaining 
Hillcrest members sever ties 
with the denomination. 


1967 1968 1971 


National Boa AUGUST 1968 


The Presbytery of Seattle votes 


| to dissolve the now indepen- 
“Orec OSes f dent Hillcrest, a motion that 
CF meant Hillcrest could no 


» longer occupy the building 
because it was technically 
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\ Hillcrest (under the leadership of 
E Rev. Robert Brown) files suit against 
w the Presbytery of Seattle. A month 
later, the denomination initiates 


foreclosure action against Hillcrest. a 


DECEMBER 30, 1971 
Superior Court Judge Keith M. 
_ Callow rules against Hillcrest. 







SPRING 2003 


Mars Hill Church moves into a 
renovated warehouse in Ballard. 













APRIL 22, 1974 


After numerous graduated appeals, 
Hillcrest submits their case to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 
The Supreme Court refuses to hear 


(2006- PRESENT) 
Mars Hill Church 
West Seattle Campus 


JANUARY 2006 
Mars Hill Church 
Shoreline Campus 
begins. 


“wy SUMMER 2006 
s LUF Doxa Church officially becomes a 
part of Mars Hill Church. The 
West Seattle Campus core group 
begins meeting at Kenyon Hall and 
-| then Chief Sealth High School 
= | while the church building undergoes 
_ | a lengthy season of renovation. 


2006 


the case, thus upholding the ruling. 
Hillcrest Presbyterian officially loses 
the West Seattle building, 










JUNE 1974 
Hillcrest moves temporarily to 
Chief Sealth High School and the 
Presbytery sells the West Seattle 
property to Haldane Duff, who 
re-establishes his congregation as 
Grace Community Church. 
















(1974- 2001) 


Grace Community Church 


2003 2007 





1992, 1996- HNI 





DECEMBER 5, 1992 

Rev. Haldane J. Duff dies. He 
had pastored the West Seattle 
church for forty-five years. 


SPRING 2007 
The storied church building at 
7551 35th Avenue SW officially 
reopens as Mars Hill Church 
West Seattle Campus. 





















1996 


The small congregation meeting at the 
massive West Seattle building struggles to 
maintain the facility. At one point while 
visiting the church, Pastor Mark Driscoll 
prays that God would give him the 
building to start Mars Hill Church. God’s 
plan turns out to be slightly Sior 


=| 








+ (2001- 2006) 
| Doxa Church 


I 2001 
[Ñ Under the leadership of Pastor Bull 
Vi Clem, the West Seattle building officially 
opens its doors as Doxa Church. 


i 
f 









It’s one of only 
two seasons, as | 
far as sports fans ~~ ~ 
are concerned 


On March 15th 2007, spring officially arrived. 

How do | know this? March Madness, the Big Dance, 
the NCAA Championship Tournament began. Sports fans 
across the country rejoiced in this, the “second season” of 
sports. Let me explain. 

For the majority of sports fan out there, the calendar year 
can essentially be broken down into two seasons: there’s 
fall (also Known as football season), and then there’s spring 
(generally known as baseball season, but purists throw in 
basketball as well). 

It's not that winter and summer don’t exist; it’s just 
that they get lumped into the other seasons. Fall starts off 
with the W orld Series in October, and ends with the Super 
Bowl in February. Highlights of the fall season are the afore- 
mentioned championships of the NFL and Major League 
Baseball, as well as the NCAA football season. 

S pring season runs from the tourney in March, through 
somewhere in July, when most of us grow weary of baseball 
and its 162 regular season games. By the time the All-Star 
break hits in July, we're all really ready for it, because let’s be 
honest, baseball is at its best when two things happen: 1) 
the playoffs start, and 2) it moves to the backseat to make 
room for football. 

| suppose if there is a clear way to differentiate the 
two seasons, it’s that for whatever reason, optimism always 
Springs eternal in spring. Even in the dismal state the Mariners 
are in, most of us inexplicably still hold onto the thought that 
this could be “the year.” 

The other big perk that spring provides is the more 
affordable options for watching live games (baseball is 
cheaper than football or basketball). And man oh man, there 
is nothing like going to a ballgame. The atmosphere on a 
Sunny, summer- mean, late spring/early fall day is perhaps 
the best experience in the realm of spectator sports. 

This year, there will be no better set of home games 
to make it out to than on June 22-24. This home series 
marks the return of arguably the most important athlete in 
Seattle sports history: none other than Ken Griffey Jr. It will 
be Griffey’s first trip back to Seattle since being dealt to 
Cincinnati in 2000. 

So sports fan, enjoy this season. Go see the Mariners 
lose at Safeco, make the time to watch games with friends, 
talk trash, fill out a bracket-do it all, and thank God for it 
every step of the way. 1% 


Dustin Nickerson’s sports column appears regularly in Vox 
Pop. He is a deacon at MHC. with Proxy Student Ministry. 


74 Apriio1 2007 












; E 
P Amaia, “GA 
Dead on Arrival? SA 
E AJ l 

Hollywood has recently green-lit a & J 
film based on chain mail-wearing, flag- 
wrapped, W orld War Il super soldier Steve 
Rogers, who many folks know as Marvel comics’ 
flagship character, Captain America. His fictional 
former friend, Iron Man, is also set to fly on the 
silver screen (played by Robert Downey Jr.), and 
his web-slinging associate, Spider-man, will swing 
into his third blockbuster this summer. There’s only 
one difference between these three men: Captain 
America is dead. 

In the most recent issue of his magazine, the 
comic book symbol of America is fatally shot by a sniper, 
pronounced D.O.A. on his arrival at the hospital. The 
event made major news headlines across the nation 
and even garnered mention on The Colbert Report. W hile 
not as widespread, it is reminiscent of the global news 
phenomenon in 1993, when DC comics “Death of Superman” 
made worldwide headlines in CNN and Time magazine; even 
comedians like Jay Leno wore black armbands to memorialize 
the hero. 

The fatal shot came in the wake of a miniseries entitled 

“Civil War,” which also garnered a lot of press this year. 
In this storyline, a super-powered battle caused massive 
civilian casualties, leading the U.S. government to pass the 
“Superhero Registration Act.” The new law basically deemed 
Superheroes as living “Weapons of Mass Destruction” and 
demanded they register their real identities. Some heroes, 
like Iron Man, complied and even supported the act. In fact, 
Spider-man himself unmasked in public to reveal his identity 
to the world - another dramatic comic book event that made 
international news in 2006. 
However, Captain America - the symbol of America’s spirit 
in comics - disagreed with the Registration Act. As ABC 
news reported, “Captain America thought the act violated 
basic civil liberties and led a group of crime fighters who 
went rogue after refusing to register.” 

According to CNN, “Marvel says the comic storyline was 
intentionally written as an allegory to current real-life issues 
like the Patriot Act, the W ar on Terror and the September 11 
attacks.” 

Joe Quesada, editor-in-chief of Marvel C omics, made the 
talk show circuit to sell the storyline, which is read mostly by 
adults, not children. The average age ofa comic book reader is 
actually twenty-five, and has steadily climbed in the last several 
decades. The clash between heroes and our government, 
and the even more complex storyline of heroes fighting each 



















est 





due to Opposing 
A | political ideologies, is truly 
W 2 a spandex reflection of the partisan 
politics and mudslinging that has made 
p- our government a disappointment 
= or laughingstock to many Americans in 
our culture, particularly in our Western 
W ashington region. 
| have to praise Joe Quesada and Marvel comics for 
making the story less simplistic than it might have been. 
Heroes beloved by many readers were placed on both sides 
with strong, noble but subjective reasons for their position. 
Even Captain America’s death - shot outside the courthouse 
as he is brought to trial - came not at the hand of “big 
government” or evil “corporations.” A third party inflicted the 
fatal wound. 

The polarization of the heroes did seem somewhat 
forced, however. “Iron Man” Tony Stark and his big 
corporation, Stark Industries, sided with the government's 
mandate. While this nicely reflected present, negative 
public perception that our government is in bed with major 
corporations, it totally rewrote the Stark character, who just 
a decade ago avoided government contracts and didn’t 
even share his technology with the U.S. for fear of abuse. 
Character retooling aside, fans have responded positively 
to the storyline, and a genre in decline (comic books have 
Significantly declined as an industry in the last decade) saw 
yet another surge. 

It's curious to me how much news the death of a fictional 
character can garner. Millions of people know Captain 
America is dead, whereas his regular readers measure only 
in the tens of thousands. Those comic book readers know, 
by the way, that death isn’t forever. In 1994 Superman 
resurrected, and | have very little doubt Steve Rogers won't 
be in the coffin for long. Perhaps he'll pop up to conveniently 
coincide with the debut of the feature film. And who will play 
Captain America in a feature film: Kiefer Sutherland? Aaron 
Eckhart? Or - in light of Cap’s stance in the comic storyline 
- perhaps Sean Penn? 

In his latest misadventure, the red, white, and blue 
character surrendered and went to trial to speak his mind. 


ay? 
| 


SEE ‘America, DOA’ Z PAGE 21 
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MH PLAYLIST *5 


” SHANA MCGINNIS 
mars hill member 


Benny Goodman: “There’s a Small Hotel” 
S weet, romantic, and great to dance to. 


Benny Goodman: “Sing Me a Swing 
Song (And Let Me Dance)” 
| love to Lindy. 


Louis Prima: “Oh Marie” 
Louis is just great to swing to. 


Louis Prima: “Buona Sera” 
Again, bring it on, Louis! 


Tallis Scholars: “Miserere” 
Rapturous delight. 


Marc Cohn: “True Companion” 
The man sings to my heart... 


Marc Cohn: “The Things We’ve Handed 
Down” 
„and to my soul. 


Nat King Cole: “L-O-V-E” 
| imagine myself dancing with someone | I-o-v-e 
under the stars. 


Bon Jovi: “Bang a Drum” 
From the Young Guns Il soundtrack. | just love J on’s 
voice. 


Kiri Te Kanawa: “O Mio Bambino Caro” 
From the A Room With a View soundtrack: dreamy 
movie, dreamy voice, dreamy song. 


Offenbach: “Barcarolle” 
From the Life Is Beautiful soundtrack: soul-stirring 
music, life-changing movie. 


Erasure: “A Little Respect” 
Good and funny memories with my brothers and 
friends. 


Over The Rhine: “Poughkeepsie” 
Linford and Karin: a marriage made in heaven on so 
many levels...what a voice! 


The Innocence Mission: “Keeping 
Awake” 
Sweet, melodic, happy, thoughtful. 


Luciano Pavarotti: “Una Furtiva Lagrima” 
| melt. 











How to Party 


A novice’s guide to entertaining 


By Anna Ingrum 





“| hope you like pizza,” my mother warned my fiancé as she 
gave us a pizza stone at our wedding shower. Indeed, it was 
the only item | had ever made, and we have eaten a lot of it 
over the last seven years. 

| have experimented with different recipes and tech- 
niques for crust. | have made pizzas that were still raw in the 
center. | have made pizzas that were stuck like glue to the 
pan—and even one that | cried over and threw away. | have 
tried using gourmet ingredients to achieve a sophisticated 
taste, but used so many at once that | ended up with a mess. 
Through my mistakes, though, | have learned some secrets 
to making a pizza that tastes better than any | could have 
delivered to my door. 

My husband had been a bachelor for a long time, and 
when we married, | inherited all his prior possessions. Among 
these was an old house in desperate need of repair and an 
even older cat aptly named Squirty (RIP). In preparation for 
our first visitors, | thought | would pretty things up a bit in 
the bathroom. All went well until | tried to replace the old 
bathmat; it was stuck! My husband came to the rescue, suc- 
cessfully tearing it up. Unfortunately, the floor came up too, 
and hundreds of bugs came crawling through. | spent the 
next year praying the tub would not fall through the floor as 
| took my shower. All the anxiety | felt over my home did not 
make me eager to have people over. 

Nevertheless, | did try my hand at entertaining, and | 
was such a nervous hostess! Was everything spotless? 
Did | have enough time to prep? W hat on earth would | talk 
about with so-and-so’s wife? etc. etc. In a stroke of genius, 
| decided to make—surprise—pizza! But to take the pressure 
off myself, | divided the dough into fourths and had each per- 
son make his/her own. W e all sat at the kitchen table and as 
each pizza was made, we Sliced it up and shared it. Everyone 
really got into it and we voted on the one we liked the best. 
| tried it again with some other friends: same result. | am con- 
vinced that for a novice entertainer, this is a great way to 
ease into the realm of dinner parties. 


You can’t make an omelet (or pizza) without breaking 
a few eggs! 

It is critical that all your pizza toppings are prepared ahead! If 
not, you may find yourself bogged down in all the grating and 
chopping—possibly stuck in the kitchen while everyone else 
is laughing and loving life in the other room. At least an hour 
before the kickoff, set the table and start chopping. Maybe 
take a moment to test the wine? 


Places, everybody! 

W hen having people over, set the stage for fun. If people 
come over and the hostess Is frazzled, with no sounds to be 
heard except crashing from the kitchen, your guests will feel 
like an imposition and you won't enjoy them. Lighten things 


SEE ‘Pizza Party’ 53 PAGE 20 
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The Secrel Recipe 


It's a mystery why people are so impressed with 
home-made pizza. Clearly, they just don’t know how 
easy it can be. If you have limited kitchen tools, fear 
not: all you really need are two bowls, a fork, a baking 
sheet, and clean hands (always your best tools). And 
the following ingredients: 


e 1 Tbs. honey 

¢1 Tbs. olive oil 

e2 % tsp. dry active yeast in 1 % cups 
warm (not hot!) water 

¢2 cups all-purpose flour 

¢1 tsp. salt 

e Another % cup flour 

e Another 2 Tbs. olive oil 


1) Put the honey, olive oil, and yeast water into one 
of the bowls. Use your fingers to swirl and dissolve 
the honey and yeast. Let stand 5 min. 


2) Add two cups all-purpose flour, stirring with 
a fork. 


3) Add 1 tsp. salt and another half cup flour, and 
draw your fork through the center of the dough to 
the bottom of the bowl and scrape up the sides (as 
if you were folding the dough). 


4) Transfer the sticky dough to a bowl rubbed with 
2 Tbs. olive oil. Turn it to grease all sides. 


5) Cover with plastic wrap and let it sit in a warm 
place (on top of your oven turned on low is ideal) for 
1-3 hours. The dough can also rise overnight in the 
refrigerator, or be wrapped in plastic wrap before 
rising and frozen for up to a week (thaw overnight in 
the refrigerator and let come to room temperature 
before using). 


6) Grease your baking sheet with more olive oil or 
cooking spray. If you have a rolling pin, you can roll 
the dough out (it will need lots of flour to prevent 
Sticking); if not, just use your hands and press it 
out directly on the baking sheet. To make individual 
pizzas, cut the dough into fourths and press or roll 
out each one. Remember, this is home-made, so if 
it is not perfectly round, it’s okay! Tip: The crusts 
can rest a half hour or more before baking, so if you 
choose, you can do them right before your guests 
arrive. If the crust is taken care of, your guests will 
be pretty relaxed about topping their own creations. 


W ith the toppings in place, give your pie a drizzle 
of olive oil and pop it into a 425 degree oven for 
12-15 minutes, until the crust is golden brown on 
the edges. 


Provecho! 
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spiritual disciplines 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





As we examine the spiritual disciplines, it is important to re- 
member that some disciplines are contemplative, while oth- 
ers are active. The contemplative disciplines replenish our 
Spirit, renew our mind, and reorient our focus. Subsequently, 
the contemplative disciplines prepare us to be most effec- 
tive in the practice of our active disciplines, as the following 
chart illustrates: 


Contemplative Active 
Disciplines Disciplines 
S tudy Obedience 
Solitude Fellowship 
Silence S peaking 
M editation Teaching 
Prayer Activism 
Sabbath W ork 
C hastity Lovemaking 
W orship Evangelism 
Journaling Service 
Fasting Feasting 
Worship 


Worship is continuously living our life individually and 
corporately as living sacrifices to the glory of a person or 
thing. This connection between glory and worship is clear 
in places such as Romans 11:36-12:1 (NIV), which says, 
“To him be the glory forever! Amen. Therefore, | urge you, 
brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your 
Spiritual act of worship.” 

In this packed section of Scripture, Paul connects a 
number of vital truths regarding worship. First, we hold a per- 
son or thing in a place of glory. Second, we then worship that 
person or thing. Third, our worship of that person or thing we 
hold in glory is done by means of making sacrifices. 

Glory means weightiness, importance, preeminence, 
and priority, or our greatest treasure, deepest longing, and 
fountain of hope. People can and do hold various people and 
things in a position of glory and then worship them by making 
sacrifices. Because we have limited resources (time, energy, 
money), we must allocate them to what we consider most 
important or glorious to us. Thus, we make sacrifices for our 
functional god. Whatever we hold in the position of highest 
glory is by definition our god or gods. 

Practically, worship is making sacrifices for what we 
are living to glorify. Because we were made for the express 
purpose of worshiping God, every person is a worshiper. The 
only difference is what/who we worship. 

The biblical word for worship is also sometimes 
translated “sacrifice.” This helpful insight indicates that we 
can uncover what we truly live to glorify by examining what 
exactly we are making the greatest sacrifices for. In short, 
we give our time, energy, body, money, focus, devotion, and 
passion to that which we glorify most and we make sacrifices 
to worship that person or thing. 
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The first two commandments (Exodus 20:1-6) state 
that there is only one God and that that God alone is to be 
worshiped. According to Martin Luther, we only break the 
rest of the commandments after we have broken the first 
two. W hat he means is that if | only have the One True God 
as my God and | only worship that God, then I will not end up 
committing idolatry by worshiping such things as my job and 
not taking a Sabbath, worshiping my anger and becoming 
violent, worshiping sex and committing adultery, worshiping 
things and stealing them, or worshiping success and becom- 
ing covetous of what other people have. 

The opposite of worship is idolatry (which is worship- 
ing something or someone other than the One True God 
of the Bible, or worshiping God in a way that is contrary 
to His Word). On this point, Christian philosopher Peter 
Kreeft has said, “The opposite of Christianity is not athe- 
ism, but idolatry.” This theme of worship versus idolatry is in 
some ways the theme of the entire Old Testament. Romans 
articulates the pattern of false worship as failing to glorify 
God, which leads to an over-inflated and arrogant view of 
self that ends in worshiping created things rather than the 
Creator God alone. 

The Trinity is our perfect model for worship as each 
member honored and glorified the other ceaselessly and 
perfectly. That Trinitarian God made us in His image, which 
means that we were made for unceasing communion with 
Him in a life of continual worship to His glory. O ur unceasing 
worship has been broken by sin, which separates us from 
God. As a result, Jesus entered into human history to take 
away our sin and reconnect us to God as we were created 
to be. 

Not only do we worship through Jesus, we must also 
worship like Jesus. Jesus is the person who has worshiped 
God the Father with the most glory of anyone who has ever 
lived. He is the perfect worshiper. Jesus lived a life of perfect 
glory to His Father and thus we can look at everything in His 
life, from the ordinary to the extraordinary, as born out of a 
life of ceaseless worship that glorified G od the Father. Jesus’ 
life destroys any notion that worship is a sacred thing we do 
at a special time and special place. All of life is to be lived 
as ceaseless worship; cutting our grass and cleaning our 
dishes are as sacred and God-glorifying as raising our hands 
in church. Jesus Himself modeled this: He spent roughly 90 
percent of His earthly life doing chores as a boy and working 
a Carpentry job as a man. Paul sums up the life of unceasing 
worship best in 1 Corinthians 10:31, “So, whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 


Evangelism 
Evangelism is the speaking and showing of the transforming 
power of the gospel of Jesus Christ to people who do not 
yet know Him. Evangelism is the natural overflow of a life 
lived in joy as a worshiper of God. Sadly, evangelism is often 
portrayed as something that Christians must do as a duty, 
rather than something that they get to do as a delight. 
Personally, | see evangelism as a wonderful opportunity 


to give the gift of God to people. | spent the first nineteen 
years of my life not knowing Jesus. | can count on one hand 
the number of times | remember anyone ever seeking to 
explain the person and work of Jesus to me. Ever since God 
Saved me in college, | remain continually astounded by the 
love, grace, mercy, forgiveness, and new life that has been 
extended to me through Jesus. | shudder to think at the 
devastation sin would have caused in my life had it not been 
for Jesus both forgiving my sin and keeping me from much 
more Sin. 

In our city, there are more dogs than Christians (only 
8 percent of people in greater Seattle are evangelical 
Christians). As Christians, our love for Jesus and people 
Should cause us to delight in speaking and showing the 
transforming power of Jesus’ grace at every opportunity. 
Although there is much evangelism yet to be done, it is en- 
couraging to note that roughly 40 percent of the people at 
Mars Hill were not attending any church before ours and a 
few thousand people have become Christians through the 
ministry of our church. Indeed, the words of Jesus in Acts 
18:10 are being applied to Seattle, “I have many in this city 
who are my people.” 

Regarding evangelism, it is Jesus Himself who set an 
example for us as The Evangelist. In Luke 19:10, Jesus ex- 
plained His earthly mission in evangelistic terms saying, “For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” In calling 
His first disciples, “He said to them, ‘Follow me, and | will 
make you fishers of men!” (Matthew 4:19). Among His final 
words after the resurrection and just prior to His heavenly 
ascension, we read in Matthew 28:18- 20, “And Jesus came 
and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
| have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” Therefore, as we “go” to work, school, 
the grocery store, and elsewhere, we are to assume that 
Jesus is always with us, preparing people to hear the gospel 
because His work of evangelism has not ceased, but has 
expanded to include us. 

Because of the Reformed theological convictions of 
Mars Hill Church, one of the common questions | receive is 
how we can believe that G od predestines those He will save, 
and that God does the work of causing people to become 
Christians, while at the same time concerning ourselves 
with doing personal evangelism. Essentially, the question 
assumes that since God will Save whomever He desires, our 
evangelism is unnecessary. There are three things that must 
be clarified so that Reformed theology is not wrongly misun- 
derstood as to pave the way for fatalistic passivity regarding 
evangelism. 

First, we cannot merely read the words of Paul with- 
out placing them in the context of his life. Not only is Paul 
responsible for giving us clarity on such doctrines as predes- 
tination and election, he also demonstrated for us a life filled 
with evangelistic fervor. For example, even a cursory reading 


= NEXT PAGE 


of Acts reveals that Paul was a very active evangelist who 
labored tirelessly from city to city until he was ultimately put 
to death for his evangelistic work. Furthermore, Paul repeat- 
edly speaks of the importance of his personal evangelism in 
such places as 1 Corinthians 9:22-23 where he says “I have 
become all things to all people, that by all means | might save 
some. | do it all for the sake of the gospel...” 

Second, perhaps the most thorough treatment of the 
doctrines of predestination and election are to be found in 
Romans 9-11. But in the middle of that breathtaking theo- 
logical treatise that shows how Salvation is fully the work of 
God, we also read Romans 10:14-15: “But how are they to 
call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how 
are they to preach unless they are sent? As itis written, ‘How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news 
[the gospel]!’” 

Third, God is fully sovereign. In regards to evangelism, 
God's sovereignty includes selecting when and where we 
would live, who would we meet, and granting us the oppor- 
tunity to do evangelism so that the elect will be saved. This is 
because God Is sovereign over both the means and ends of 
evangelism. G od has not only determined who will be saved, 
but has also determined how He will save them—and this 
often includes using our evangelistic efforts, though God can 
also save people apart from us as He chooses. God often 
chooses to allow us to be involved in the process so that we 
might share in the joy of seeing people’s lives and eternal 
lives forever transformed through Jesus. 

Practically, this means that by understanding that God 
is already at work on the elect, we are able to do evangelism 
with the greatest amount of freedom and joy. We can share 
the gospel of Jesus in full confidence that God will use it 
to save some people because they are elect. On the other 
hand, if some people should not respond to the gospel in 
faith, we should not take that personally but rather pray that 
God would open their blind eyes to see His love and also 
humbly trust G od’s will and timing in all things. 

Lastly, the fact that Jesus remains to this day an ac- 
tive evangelist is of great encouragement to me personally. 
It means that children who are aborted in the womb, those 
mentally incapable of understanding the gospel, and those 
people who have lived in times and places that missionaries 
did not visit are not necessarily beyond the hope of salvation. 
Indeed, Jesus could visit and save anyone anywhere because 
He remains The Evangelist. \% 


Mark Driscoll is lead pastor of Mars Hill Church. 





EMERGENCE 


JUNE 1- 2 AT MARS HILL'S 
WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS, 
ZONDERVAN’S NATIONAL TOUR 
COMES TO SEATTLE. 


JOIN AUTHORS OF THE BOOK 
LISTENING TO THE BELIEFS OF 
EMERGING CHURCHES (available for 
purchase at MH campus bookstores) 
AS THEY DISCUSS CHURCH 

AND CULTURE. 


SPEAKERS: 


MARK DRISCOLL 
DAN KIMBALL 
DOUG PAGITT 
KAREN WARD 


$49 ($29for MH members) 
PRESENTED BY ZONDERVAN 
REGISTER AT MARSHILLCHURCH.ORG 








Volunteer with 
Children's Ministry Q A 


February orientation sessions: 


4/15 - Ballard 11am 
(ballardkids@marshillchurch.org) 


4/15 - Shoreline 11:15am 


(shorelinekids@marshillchurch.org) 


4/22 - West Seattle 1pm 


(westseattlekids@marshillchurch.org) 








Spring Classes 


Go to marshillchurch.org and for complete course 
descriptions and registration. Childcare (Kids’ 
Kore) for kids 4th grade and younger is provided 
during all midweek adult classes, but registration Is 
required. All midweek classes begin at 7pm. 


THE GOSPEL CLASS 
Led by Mars Hill Church Pastors 
e Shoreline: Tuesdays beginning 4/10 
e Ballard: Wednesdays beginning 4/11 
This class is designed as a key point of 
connection beyond Sunday services for those 
who are considering Mars Hill to be their 
church home. This class is required for church 
membership and many of our subsequent 
Capstone classes. 


SHORELINE CLASSES: Tues. 4/10-5/29 
e Spiritual Disciplines (Pastor Bill C lem) 
¢ Biblical Feminism (Danielle Blazer, MH 
Deacon) 
e When | Don't Desire God (Tyler Powell, MH 
Deacon) 
e The Book of Acts (Pastor Steve Tompkins) 


BALLARD CLASSES: Wed. 4/11- 5/30 

e How to Study the Bible (Pastor Scott 

Thomas) 

e Women Teaching W omen (W endy Alsup, MH 
Deacon) 
Biblical Parenting and Family Life (Pastor Paul 
Petry and his wife, Jonna) 
Biblical Story (Pastor Gary S havey) 
¢ 3pm Sundays beginning 4/15: 

Leaders W ho Last (Pastor Dave Kraft) 


WEST SEATTLE CLASSES: 
May Lecture Series (open to non-members) 
¢ May 3: Christianity & Liberalism, 
with Pastor G ary S havey 
e May 10: Christianity & Conservatism, 
with Pastor Paul Petry 
¢ May 17: Christianity & Post-Modernity, 
with Pastor Mike Gunn, Harambee Church 
¢ May 24: Christianity & Trinitarian Worldview, 
with Brant Bosserman, MH member 
e May 31: Christianity & Culture, 
with Pastor James Harleman 


Classes are open to anyone at Mars Hill - regard- 


less of which campus you attend on Sundays. 
Register at marshillchurch.org. 


Aprilo1 2007 \Vy 


=> The Black Church (from pg. 8) 


Like some broken word-picture-associative-psychobab- 
ble, my impressions of that first visit return as | write this: 


Streams of people. 

Swinging doors. 

A waft of Marlboros. 

A twenty something girl with Argyle socks and black Mary 
Jane’s. Young. More clusters. Chattering. Art. Big, boda- 
cious red art. Mmmm. Is that coffee | smell? Directions. 
Pointing. Dark, cavernous... Sanctuary? 

W hoa. 

Rows. Upon rows. Walk across the back of this dark room. 
Flash memory of darkened Interpreter’s House from illus- 
trated Pilgrim’s Progress. Light at the end of the tunnel. Go 
towards the light. Chuckle. Children’s Ministry. What? A 
pager? This is, um, professional. S ecure. 

Tears. Comfort Charlie. Clinging and more tears. Nothing 
unusual. He does this every Sunday at our regular church. 
Whats this, men in his class? Young men teachers? 
Awesome. 

Charlie distracted. Sneak away to nursery. Baby not old 
enough for nursery. Pray that he sleeps during service. 
Peek at Charlie. Thank God for Fisher Price. Head back to 
cavernous sanctuary. 

Young usher. Stand at entrance of dark tunnel to look for 
boys. Husband spies them stirring coffee in last row. Settle 
car seat next to Corey. Baby’s eyes closed. Relief. 

Streams of MORE young 20 something, men? Hmmm. 
W atch my boys and read their minds: “The rumored spiritual 
epiphany about young women is true.” 

Electric guitar strings. 

Decibels. 

Many decibels. 

Many loud decibels of electric guitar strings and drums. 
Baby’s eyes open. Panic. Furrowed brows... pouty mouth... 
Yup. Wailing ensues. Music drowns the noise. 

Relief. Worship. 

Beautiful images of European art. Familiar Bible verses. 
Anonymity. 

The dark feels like a warm comforting cloak. 

Briscow? Honey, did he say his name was Briscow, or 
Driscoll? 

Baby’s eyes closed. 

“One of the pastors”? Isn't he like the Senior Pastor? 
Oh, they don’t have a senior pastor? Humility detected. 
Hmmm. This is, um, different. Strap my theological ears on. 
Humorous. No, hilarious. Engaging. Fundamental? At least 
conservative. He keeps saying “life together”. Like, does he 
read Bonhoeffer too? Well, that was a thought provoking 
Statement. 

And another. 

Straining to hear that hard core Calvinism | was “warned” 
about. And hey, yeah - wait just a bloody minute! He isn’t 
Swearing?! Okay, that’s it, where’s the Swearing Pastor | 
heard all about? | knew they were just jealous! 

Well, that comment was challenging. Holy Spirit detected. 
Living. Active. Delighted. This is, like, not anything | expect- 
ed. Did | have expectations? Hmmm. I'm humbled. | want 
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to repent? W hat's this? People getting in lines to - repent? 
This is great! Juice OR WINE! They trust you with this? You 
GET to repent, AND you get to choose! Like, I’m hearing the 
tune from Huggies... “I’m a big girl now”... 


The sun was going down as we made our way back to 
the Chrysler. My boys laughed and feigned kicking one an- 
other in eager anticipation of dinner at Dick’s. | decided not 
to ruin the mood by being inquisitive. My shaggy Candlestick 
Maker hands me Death Cab for Cutie before he ducks into 
the back seat. Listening to the lyrics of "Soul Meets Body,” 
my husband and | are caught in a moment, each in our own 
world. Eyes gazing at the smokers in front of us, and yet not 
even registering they are in front of us. 


| hear a thunder in the distance 

See a vision of a cross 

I feel the pain that was given 
On that sad day of loss 

A lion roars in the darkness 
Only he holds the key 

A light to free me from my burden 
And grant me life eternally. 


— “My Own Prison” 


Quietly closing the baby’s door that night, | tiptoed into bed. 
My husband was watching the highlights from the Mariners’ 
game, but immediately hit the mute button. We engaged in 
a lively hour-long discussion about sin, marriage, doctrine, 
Arminianism. We debated the boys’ impressions. We were 
connected, happy. | was deeply encouraged and edified 
with my husband’s conversation. | didn’t know at the time 
this was the beginnings of revival, | just knew it was good. 
Very good. 

Surprisingly, we wore the residue from the sermon 
all week. Laughed over the one liners. Eagerly anticipated 
the following week. And the next. And the next. W henever 
we pulled up in Ballard, Charlie adamantly announced that 
he did not like this Black Church, while at the same time 
unlocking his seatbelt and opening the van door to run in. 
After | had devoured all of the free materials at the info desk, 
| began regularly purchasing titles from the book store, 
including all books penned by the Black Church's pastor. | 
was often surprised by the stock carried, such as books on 
Spiritual disciplines. My experience was that you had to hunt 
these down on the internet. Practicing spiritual disciplines 
wasn't exactly popular Christianity. J ust another secret | kept 
to myself, as it was well known at my morning church that 
Spiritual disciplines were somewhat legalistic and monkish. 

The boys were alert and completely engaged in ser- 
vices. | was sure it was more than the coffee. As the weeks 
rolled on, | almost forgot that these treks were supposedly 
just for them. 

My husband and | had a good marriage. But somehow 
| felt closer to him. | felt deeply grateful that a Body existed 
who believed six children were truly a blessing. | scolded my 
teens less and pitied them more as fellow sinners. | took time 
to garden with my neighbor, something | had never cared to 
do. 

But more striking was the transformation of my husband. 
He was Changing before my very eyes. He was, like, taller. 


More determined. Emboldened. Picking up the Sword of the 
S pirit often and more confidently. Sharing with anyone who 
would listen. Bossing me more, but in a good way. He actu- 
ally believed that he was God's glory (1 Corinthians 11:7). It 
was like watching a neglected football pump up a little every 
week. And his passing arm was getting really good 

This was perfect, | thought one afternoon about three 
months after we started attending night services. | was still 
exercising my Spiritual gifts and teaching Bible studies at 
Our morning church, while taking advantage of the spiritual 
Smorgasbord with my husband at Mars Hill. Sure | felt like a 
Spiritual mistress from time to time. But that was minor to the 
other problem surfacing. 

My husband was increasingly antsy. Frustrated. W anting 
to serve and do more. He ushered at morning church, but 
other than that the only other jobs for the men were cutting 
donuts for the Bistro, or teaching Sunday School. He men- 
tioned several times that he had no idea who the Elders of 
morning church were, let alone what they did. 

“It’s in the bulletin”, | absently replied. “I know it’s in the 
bulletin, I’m saying who are they? W hat do they do?” 

How come in fifteen years questions like this never 
Came up before? They were annoying. It was just the way 
it had always been, | explained. He’d respond with some 
remark about complacency. 

Then the letter came. It was a letter to my husband, 
announcing it was time for another deacons’ meeting. His 
response was, “I’m a deacon? W hat's a deacon? When did 
| become a deacon? No one told me | was a deacon.” 

He studied the First Timothy chapters about deacons 
and commentaries dealing with church leadership. He be- 
Came more antsy and frustrated. “Am | even qualified,” he’d 
ask. | told him he'd feel better after his first deacons’ meet- 
ing. He didn’t. O kay. Now | was frustrated. | mean, this was 
perfect, right? 

Yeah, it was perfect alright. For me. Only for me. | had 
Spent the day fasting when this spiritual epiphany dawned. 
An ugly Truth. A deep, soul-convicting, Jesus Christ God 
Almighty Holy G host Master of the Universe Truth. A Daniel 
2:22 moment. He reveals deep and hidden things...He 
knows what lies in darkness. 

In this case, the hidden truth was that, as an intense 
woman and a product of my church's leadership environ- 
ment, | had been unknowingly selfish for many years. Church 
activity and ministry many times had been more about fulfill- 
ing me than girding up the men in my family. Apart from the 
Senior pastor one-man-show model, there was little room for 
other strong men. Never mind their gifts. | thought about the 
String of men, Oak trees through the years, who had routinely 
left our congregation. They were labeled critical and divisive 
for challenging the pastor. Now | believed the truth to be 
that their leadership and/or giftings were at the very least 
unwelcome. 

The knowledge of this and other depravities | had been 
living was crushing. For the first time, | was able to be intel- 
lectually, emotionally, and spiritually objective apart from my 
natural tendencies toward a particular group of people and a 
denomination | had been deeply devoted to and entrenched 
in for fifteen years. | was haunted by past experiences. The 





pain was great, and | was in a deep funk of despondent 
repentance for my own Sins, as well as anger towards theirs. . 
| saw how the years of secrecies and lack of accountability in MARS HIL = OW CCO — 
church leadership mysteriously worked towards fostering my 

own secrets and hidden agendas. Complacency was at an 
all time high. 

On top of that, | had to face the truth that in many ways | 
had sacrificed my boys and my husband for my gifts, my min- 
istries. Many evenings my husband was relegated to laundry 
duty and cleaning house while | spent hours preparing to 
teach women? This was whacked! 

My soul grieved in constant agitation; dross and shack- 
les surfaced at an unprecedented level. Have mercy on me, 


O God, have mercy on me, for in you my soul takes refuge —-— of D takes ts % >) ie rin ci nT 
(Psalm 57:1). Intuitively in my despair, | recognized Charlie = a = SS IC T i 
was onto something: This was The Black C hurch’s fault. \" _ a Sis = TSI MAY 5 Go OUT and serve our city with MH Mercy Ministry or aia IN at 
- ne ao e Tr. 4 Ballard and help with Spring Cleaning. Whichever you choose, meet back 
Should have been dead at the Ballard building at 5:30pm to celebrate fiesta-style. 
On a Sunday moming Details and registration at marshillchurch.org 
Banging my head 


No time for mouming 
Ain't got no time. 
I cry out to God 
e ; ae s SINGLES MINISTRY 
Seeking only his decision } COVEN ANT 
Gabriel stands and confirms Q r j | 0 SERVE PREMEGI 
I’ve created my own prison. 
— “My Own Prison” 


Photo courtesy of Thom Booth 


SPRING IS HERE, SO MAKE THE 
Next Month: Summer: Don't Forget to Pack a Straightjacket MOST OF IT WITH MHO AND THESE 
GREAT ACTIVITIES IN APRIL! 


04.08 Easter Sunrise Hike at Discovery Park H F L P M A | N TA | N 


W atch the sun rise over the Olympic 


Mountains and ponder the true meaning of 
Easter. 


Lisa Dale at lisamdale@ hotmail.com 


Rock Climbing at Vantage 
Ditch the rain and join us for a day of sport 
climbing in sunny Vantage, WA. 


James Mallory at jrmallory@ hotmail.com 


04.13-15 Surfing/ Kayaking/ Hiking at La Push 
Spend your weekend enjoying the waves and 
coastline of the Olympic Peninsula. 

Jess Hopson at jesshopson@gmail.com 


SCUBA at Three Tree Point 
Dive locally and explore this varied site near 
Burien. Sunken cars and Sea life abound. 


www.agathosfoundation.org 


T 
Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspul@yahoo.com > GO 4 


Rock Climbing at North Bend 
All skill levels will enjoy the chance to explore 
the routes at the Exit 38 climbing area. 


Miles Berkey at miles@filtrific.com WITH GROUNDSWELL NW 


Hiki t Meadowdale Park 
a m one as we hike to APR. / | 10 to l (lunch after) 


the beach and explore the forest scenery. 
Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspul@yahoo.com RSVP covenant@marshillchurch.org 


Mars Hill Church partners with the Agathos 
Foundation to love and support Southern 
Africa’s AIDS orphans and elderly. Help us 
make a difference. 
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For frequently updated and expanded information, visit and 
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APRIL 13-19 
PROXY PUSHES BACK YOUR 
SAI SEASON A COUPLE 
MORE MONTHS. 


PROXY STUDENT MINISTRY-/PM 
TUESDAYS SHORELINE 
WEDNESDAYS BALLARD 
THURSDAYS WEST SEATTLE 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


A/13-15 BAKER 07 (SEE ABOVE) 
5/18 EVEN BETTER THAN THE REAL THING 


6/0-10 MEN'S RETREAT 
proxy’ 


~ 6/19-21 SENIOR NIGHTS 
- MARSHILICHURCKORG/PROXY Paen minats 








8/4-10 TRIP TO LAKE TAHOE 
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= Pizza Party (from pg. 15) 


with some Italian cafe music—maybe some jazz or Rat Pack 
artists. The important thing here is to put something on to 
set a party mood. If you have a spouse, arrange ahead of 
time the little greeting details: who will answer the door? 
where will coats go? who will serve drinks? Having a plan 
will ensure that the atmosphere will not be hectic or strained 
when people arrive. 


And to drink, Peru! 

Greet your guests with wine, Pellegrino, or Prosecco (an 
Italian champagne- available for $7 at Trader Joe’s). My 
favorite red wine is Mosen C leto C rianza (S panish and pretty 
low-end at $6, also at TJ's). If you choose to serve alcohol, 
be sure to also serve an appetizer. This can be as simple 
as a baguette and butter, breadsticks, or an antipasto plat- 
tersust something so that no one accidentally gets tipsy. An 
antipasto plate is just an assortment of Italian specialties to 
snack on, such as salami, olives, roasted bell peppers, and 
cheese. 


Top it off 

The dough is your canvas, the toppings your paint, and the 
artful combinations are limitless (See “The Secret Recipe” 
for instructions on making your canvas). | start with a thin 
Spread of tomato sauce (or paste for a more intense flavor), 
sprinkle with chopped garlic and red pepper flakes, and then 
go for toppings. 

A word to the wise: do not overload your pizza! It is 
so tempting to pile on lots of cheese and a thick layer of 
toppings, but your pizza will not bake properly and the all- 
important crust will most likely end up soggy. Also, try to 
limit or even exclude the amount of “wet” toppings, such 
as fresh mozzarella, tomatoes, and bell peppers; the water 
they contain will be released while cooking and ruin the 
crust with moisture. 

Once out of the oven, serve your pizza with parmesan 
cheese and red pepper flakes. If you can afford it, the real 
parmesan—parmegiano reggiano4s worth its weight in 
gold. It may as well be made of gold, considering the price. 
However, you can find it at Costco, but it will be a giant por- 
tion and cost at least $14.1 promise, you will never go back 
to the powdered imitation! 


Care for dessert? 

For this party, many easy options are possible. It’s terribly 
Italian to serve fruit with marscapone cheese, but that can be 
Spendy when berries are not in season. Buy some biscotti 
and serve it with coffee. Serve gelato (available in several 
flavors at Trader Joe’s for $6) or a Soumoni-like ice-cream 
assortment (strawberry, chocolate, and pistachio). Definitely 
don’t stress about making something tricky to follow pizza! 


| sincerely hope some of these ideas can inspire you to brave 
the waters of hospitality. It’s such a great opportunity to just 
hang out and visit with friends. O pportunities to share can be 
easily lost in these busy times, so try making a little room for 
some harmless fun. You may find, as | have, that entertaining 
can even be fun. 1% 


Anna Ingrum attends the Ballard Campus and loves to 
express herself with food. 





= Life as JD (from pg. 5) 


Driving me crazy 

Blake was recently given first refusal on a friend’s car becau- 
se they knew that | needed one. And so Blake told me that 
the couple were selling their SUV and he asked if | wanted it. 
Having never heard the term “SUV” before, and also knowing 
that they had two cars, | tried to decipher what this term 
meant through the ensuing conversation. 

Now to me, anything that | now know to be considered 
an SUV over here would simply be referred to as a Jeep in 
England because that is the most common kind we have and 
the ones over there all look fairly similar to a Jeep. On the 
other hand, to Blake there were definite distinctions within 
the SUV category so this caused some problems! 

| asked if they were selling their “Jeep” because | liked 
it. This question confused Blake because they didn’t own a 
Jeep as far as he was concerned, so he said no. This meant 
that they only had one other car, which is what we in England 
refer to as an “Estate” - a style that | am not particularly fond 
of. | was surprised they were selling this car because | thou- 
ght it was fairly new, so | said to Blake, “Oh you mean they're 
selling their Estate? !” 

“W hat's an Estate?” he asked. 
| replied, “You know, their big car.” But of course, to Blake, 
both of their cars were fairly big so he was confused by what 
| meant. 

W e then resorted to describing them by colour, but for 
some reason | remembered their Estate (i.e. station wagon) 
being a blue-grey colour (Blake still insists it’s red, so one of 
us could be colour blind) and their Jeep being grey as well. 
So when Blake said it was their big, grey car and it didn't 
look like a Jeep, | assumed it was the “station wagon” and 
Said no thank you. 

It wasn’t until about six weeks later that, through another 
conversation with Blake, | discovered that they had offered 
us the car | wanted and I’d turned it down because | didn’t 
understand the American terms! | was so disappointed and 
pretty peeved too! 


Knackered as a jaybird 
The other problem that we have encountered in terms of 
language is that when | talk, | pronounce words differently 
and also use Slang, and this can sometimes lead to Blake 
misunderstanding what | am saying. For example, we have a 
very common word in England that is a slang term for “exhau- 
sted” - the word is knackered (the “r” is almost silent). 
Apparently, to someone with a different accent who has 
never heard this word before (i.e. Blake), it sounds very much 
like | am saying something else which has very different 
connotations. So while | innocently professed my tiredness, 
he thought | was talking about something else, and this has 
definitely made for some amusing conversations between 
us—particularly before we got married! 


In conclusion then, | have decided that whilst England and 
America both speak English, they don’t necessarily speak 
the same language. w 


Jo Dean is an assistant editor for Mars Hill publications. Her 
column appears monthly in Vox Pop and online at voxpop- 
network.com/ballard. 


=: America, DOA (from pg. 14) 


He looked around a battlefield and saw that both sides’ good 
intentions were bringing no healing, only destruction. Sadly, 
even an impassioned speech that might have had an impact 
that fighting could not was cut short. 

Itseems Captain America’s death reflects the country’s 
growing disillusionment not only with our government, but 
also with heroic figures in general (though they may have 
good intentions, they aren't really helping). The whole 
Storyline of his demise is a sad commentary on our lack of 
faith in finding a solution for our problems. Captain America 
becomes a martyr, but not a savior. 

A hunger for salvation from this cursed earth is a felt 
need in every man, even if we argue vociferously on whom 
or what might provide it. A pervasive hopelessness, that a 
Savior is only fiction, is even more disheartening. Seeing a 
fictional narrative read by adults - but also young readers 
- that reflects this despair is truly tragic. 

| praise God daily that my hope and faith are not in 
myself, or in my government, or in my church, or in a mortal 
man, or in any number of fallible saviors. Moreover, by the 
providence of a good God, | don’t have to bury my trust in 
fictional escapism, or feel even lonelier when my escapist 
entertainment reflects life and winds up six feet under as well. 
It's a good conversation for Christians to be involved with, 
regarding hero worship and where we place our faith. Many 
comic aficionados read graphic novels like anti-depressants, 
fifteen-minute literary pill-popping that renews their sense of 
wonder and hope in the world. The problem, as | know quite 
intimately from my past, is that it doesn’t last. 

The cycle of death and resurrection is also curious. 
W riting a story about Captain America’s death resonates 
with a populace that feels the American Dream is dead. A 
well-written resurrection, no matter what our surrounding 
political climate is like, will inspire hope and bring joy at least 
to the faithful comic readers, a warm placebo even if reality is 
still not to their liking. 

| hope some would stop and question why this narrative 
cycle plays itself out not only in our comics, but in much of 
our literature. The literal or seeming death of a character, 
with a subsequent shocking return, is an endlessly used 
device. One might speculate that it helps us all feel a sense 
of immortality, but | suspect there is something more at play. 
There is a desire and underlying knowledge that a real hero 
did this, once for all, championing death and offering a very 
real chance for life. A resurrected Superman, and the likely 
resuscitation of Captain America, is ultimately a pale, fictional 
reflection of Christ’s atoning sacrifice in the sinful war we 
wage against God and our neighbor. 

Excelsior, true believer. 1% 


James Harleman is Administrative P astorofMars Hill C hurch. 
Read his blog at voxpopnetwork.com/cinemagogue. 
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=. Westside Represents (from pg. 6) 


When it comes to differences between campuses, 
demographics may be the biggest distinction. 

“Ballard is a little bit more urban, a little bit 
younger, and a little bit more college age,” Brent said. 
“W hen you step into the W est Seattle [building], it’s 
probably similar to Shoreline in that it’s a lot more fam- 
ily-based.” 

That is for sure. Currently, the number of children 
attending West Seattle is the same (and sometimes 
more) per service as at Ballard. Being that the Ballard 
congregation size is about three times that of West 
S eattle, it shows that there is a much higher percentage 
of families and children attending in W est S eattle. 

Unfortunately, West Seattle does resemble 
Ballard when it comes to parking. If you plan on at- 
tending or visiting the West Seattle Campus, come 
prepared to “walk for Jesus” or step onto one of the 
many shuttle buses that will be running between the 
Mars Hill building and the current parking area near 
Chief S ealth. 

Good news about the walking shoes, though. 
Similar to Ballard’s involvement with the J azz Festival 
and Art W alk, MHC West Seattle plans to participate 
in neighborhood local art walks and other community 
events. 


The grand (re)opening 

Join the celebration! The first service at the W est 
Seattle campus will be held on Easter Sunday (April 
8) at 10:30am, and they'll continue at that time every 
week. MHC West Seattle is located at 7551 35th 
Avenue Southwest near Southwest Holden Street. To 
learn more, visit voxpopnetwork.com/westseattle. 1% 


Tera Miller has attended Mars Hill Ballard since May 
2004 and currently serves in Children’s Ministry and 
as a writer for Vox Pop. 
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CONCERT - April 28, 7:30pm, MHC | BALLARD CAMPUS 
BALLARD AVE JAZZ WALK - April 27, 8:30pm 
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An eight-week introduction to who we are 
and what we believe. 


eca at MHC | shoreline beginning 4/10 
MERE at MHC | ballard beginning 4/11 
Register at marshillchurch.org 
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COMMUNITY 
GROUPS 





New Mars Hill Community Groups 


Redmond Monday 10am 

Led by: Cecille Phillips 

Contact: Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-868-6334 

Email: meghandosch@ yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Fremont Tuesday 7pm 
Led by: Brendan Connally 
Contact: Scott Rudat 
Phone: 206-501-9160 
Email: srudat@ gmail.com 


Lake City Tuesday 7pm 
Led by: Rob Maxfield 
Contact: Liz Maxfield 
Phone: 206-375-2410 
Email: lizdole@ gmail.com 


Mountlake Terrace Tuesday 10am 
Led by: Amy Schaeffer 

Contact: Amy Schaeffer 

Phone: 425-776-4364 

Email: schaeffers1@verizon.net 

For Women Only 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 
Led by: Michael Pepera 
Contact: Michael Pepera 
Phone: 206-985-4461 
Email: michael@ pepera.org 


Northgate Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led by: Eric Youngblut 

Contact: Eric and Carla Youngblut 

Phone: 206-219-9125 

Email: marshill@ ericandcarla.youngblut.net 


West Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led by: Sean Airlie 

Contact: Sean Airlie 

Phone: 206-351-4431 

Email: s_airlie@ hotmail.com 


Ballard Wednesday 9:45am 
Led by: Melissa W oolley 
Contact: Melissa W oolley 
Phone: 206-417-5563 

Email: thomsm1@spu.edu 
For W omen Only 


Kirkland Wednesday 6:30pm 
Led by: Steve W allstrom 
Contact: Steve W allstrom 
Phone: 425-205-0525 

Email: stevew@ environix.com 


Crown Hill Thursday 9:30am 
Led by: Mike O'Dea 

Contact: Mike O'Dea 

Phone: 206-923-0847 

Email: mchlodea@ yahoo.com 
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Fremont Thursday 7pm 

Led by: Linn Wu, Monica Schertzinger 
Contact: Linn Wu 

Phone: 206-420-9027 

Email: ljw3@u.washington.edu 

For Women Only 


Lake City Thursday 7:30pm 
Led by: Todd Christenson 
Contact: Todd Christenson 
Phone: 206-650-1779 

Email: tachris4jc@ yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Mountlake Terrace Thursday 7pm 
Led by: Brian Landsberger 

Contact: Brian and Heather Landsberger 
Phone: 206-274-7568 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Queen Anne Thursday 6:30pm 

Led by: Anthony lanniciello 

Contact: Anthony and Kristin lanniciello 
Phone: 206-355-7105 

Email: community@ ianniciello.net 


Ravenna Thursday 

Led by: Margaret Bullitt, Elizabeth Poage 
Contact: Margaret Bullitt 

Phone: 206-524-4401 

Email: mbullitt40 @ aol.com 

For Women Only 


Ravenna/ Bryant Thursday 7:30pm 
Led by: John Fromel 

Contact: John and Debbie Frome! 
Phone: 206-219-5312 

Email: debbie@fromel.com 


SeaTac Thursday 7pm 

Led by: Steve Crain 

Contact: Steve Crain 

Phone: 206-290-4434 

Email: stevecrain@ healthy-dynamics.com 


West Seattle Thursday 7pm 
Led by: Phil Long 

Contact: Phil Long 

Phone: 206-935-7622 

Email: seattlephil@ msn.com 


Orting Friday 69m 
Led by: John Flaherty 
Contact: John Flaherty 
Phone: 425-417-8473 
Email: tiffxl@ yahoo.com 


Mars Hill Community Groups meet weekly throughout the region. 


Through leaming and accountability Community G roups exist to develop mature 


Chnstians who will go out into their various social networks carrying the hope 
of the G ospel. For complete group listings, go to marshillchurch.org or 
email community@marshillchurch.org 
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MARS HILL | Community Groups 


BODY LIFE 











Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. O ur money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
Share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone’s effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can | Give At Mars Hill? 
e Place a check or cash in a secure giving box located at the 
church entrance. 


Place a check or cash in an offering basket during service. 
If you wish to use an envelope, ask for one at the info desk 
or find one attached to a secure giving box at the church 
entrance. 


Mail a check to the Ballard Campus (contact the office if 
you would like some self-addressed envelopes): 1401 NW 
Leary W ay, Seattle, WA 98107 


Online contributions can be given via debit or 
credit card using our secure giving website located at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Automatic payments through ACH can be set up. E-mail 
giving@marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Donation of stock is also an option. E-mail giving@ 
marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 
Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 





CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Donations Attendance 
Feb 4 $150,000 $140,749 625 5434 
Feb 11 $150,000 $195,416 724 5822 
Feb 18 $150,000 $151,850 607 5478 
Feb 25 $150,000 $165,539 719 5593 
Mar 4 $150,000 $187,203 681 5513 
Mar 11 $150,000 $185,452 719 4845 




















MONTHLY BUDGET VS.ACTUAL GIVING 
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June July Aug Sep October November December January February 
E Monthly Budget $400,000 $625,000 $500,000 $520,000 $650,000 $520,000 $520,000 $600,000 $600,000 
Actual Given $533,836 $540,548 $496,235 $443,122 $400,503 $860,831 $860,831 $585,600 $653,629 














*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 
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JUNE 8-10 
REGISTER AT MARSHILLCHURCH.ORG 
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For centuries, Christians have sought to engage the predominant ideologies of the day while maintaining biblical. n 
integrity. Next month, Mars Hill Church presents a five-week lecture series to present a proper view ofthe Triune ~ 
God within the context ofthe great discussions of our time. Every Wednesday this May. k pe =. xe 


‘Christian ity q N q pee. : 


Christianity and Liberalism 
May 3, with Pastor Gary Shavey 


















Christianity and Conservatism E pe 
Hay 10, with Pastor Paul Petry j ci E 

Christianity and Post-Modernity. a Saa F 

May 17, With Pastor Mike Gunn (Harambee Church) 4 

Christianity and Trinitarian Worldview Pay” po ay 

May 24, with Brant Bosserman (MH member) _ =~ y i are 
y i ` Ses 

Christianity and Culture K U 

May 31, with Pastor James Harleman “ LE 

All lectures take place at À 2 b. 

MHC | West Seattle Campus at 7pm ais 


more info at marshillchurch.org 
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